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the Lend 25 Wo A pu Ne te mmu⸗ 
nicants eye careful to prepare d uly, e 


and drink worthily \ and, tive anſw vera Ys | 4 ö 


A great deal 530 been written # : 
occaſion :* 7s which T' have. a ed ES 


BB wn ſheets; 570 7 may te alle [ 
I hope, -to Publ iſh, without "Feing though b. 
to pretend to any thing extraordinary, 
detract from the excellent eee 
of others. 1 3 
*or, while the 7 requi) Ss and „ 
belp, there can be no harm in making i] I 
ther trials; eſpectally in thoſe circum- 
| fances, white the moſt likely means are 
not ever the moſt effectual. But hack 
more eſpecially. depends upon the divine 
bleffings which. 7s not always given in 
_ regular proportion to the natural aptitude | 
o the ane, but Semetimes in d fave- 1 
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| reign BY” unaccountable man | 
*. However, it is too plain to be e 
2 the diffetent capachies and reliſhes 
f men make a variety uſeful, if not neq-- 
 Cefſary; and. that. there may le @ concur- 
| row of many other . 
„r Bet minded, f 
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O this in remembrance of. me* |; 
the voice of my Lord; 
to his twelve diſciples, or tl 
the firſt ages, St. aul aſſures; me; that 
ordinance-is to run parallel with time; 


of 


* * a * 
— e 


y church is to ſpew. 1 
death ill he come. Se 4 

the Lord at band? will h | 

: ly; . how ſhall: | anſwer E it 
have neglected ſo expreſs a | 


EST 175 2 * 
a ORE not coveh(s in 8 and 
uncertain terms; but deliver d in as plain 
and poſitive expreſſions, as any in the bible. 
Sure I am more brutiſh than any man, and have 
not the underſtanding of a man! ] have pro- 
feſs'd a mighty reſpect to the authority of 
my redeemer, and a vaſt reverence for his 
Pay ; but how unaccountably have I ma- 
| d! as tho' I were to chuſe, what com- 
a I would pleaſe to obey ; and were 
veſted with a diſpenſing power, ſuperior to 
the obligation of his precepts, to whom all 
Power is given both in heaven and in earth ®. 
© * "Bluſh, O my ſoul, and be aſhamed at ſo 
F inconſiſtent a conduct! either Chriſt is thy 
prince and law-giver, or he is not. F net, 
profeſs thyſelf an infidel, and renounce thy 
— baptiſm. Jf be be, obey him in all that he 
requires: and either believe that he has not 


made it thy duty to remember him; or 


yield a chearful gen: this, as well 
as other inſtances. 
When he has Aid, do this vicher "# does 
j not mean what he ſays, or does not ſpeak 
to thee: or elſe thy difeddedience is at once 
inexcuſable and unacccountable. 
Can the words be wreſted ? is any ſophiftry 
capable of conteſting their ſenſe? what can 
& his, ſignify leſs than a poſitive com- 
mand or, how can the will of my prince 
be ever ſignified, fo as to oblige: me, if fo 
pn terms are by any * to de cluded Bu 
7 ut 


» Mart, avi. 1 Wax 


Es ) | 

But Shes he ſoak to me? if I were 4 

| nds I were indeed within the com- 
paſs of the law; and muſt de either a com- | 
municant Or a rebel. '# 
Conſider, O my ſoul! and don't raſhly 
daſn thy hopes, to eſcape thy duty. Tis 
true, I am not ſuch a chriſtian as I ſhould 
de: but am I willing to have my name 


miſſing in the book of life ? can I be con- 


tent to reſign my birth- right, and own that 
have neither lot nor portion in the Son of 
Ggp? would I be paſſed by, when the Lord 
ſhall count and write up the people either I 
am a chriſtian, or I am not: if 1 am, 
this commandment is for uc: if I am not, 
what am I? a child of wrath, and a ſubject 
of the devil: and is ſuch a condition to- 
krable?, let me give up my ſelf co Chriſt 
immediately: make no tarrying, O my foul; - 
left the avenger of ' blood overtake thee, 
and left, if thou: trifle: to- day, thou be loft 0. 


morrow, If I have been but almoſt perſuaded 
1% be à chriflian hitherto; it is high time 
that I make an abſolute, unvelerwad furren- 


der of my {elf to Chriſt preſently, without 
any farther delay: and then let hat I have 
done here in ſecret, be Ag own'd and 
avouch'd at the Lord's table. 

© And now, Lord, all my Ie . tefort 


bes; I am convinced of my! duty, and 


e lower: diſobey. Oh! forgive 
e 5 
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S me, that J have rebelld ſo long! 1 tive 
been invited to thy table, and fooliſhly neg- 
* lefted many an opportunity of ſtrengthen- 
ing and refreſhing my ſoul. I have been 
acummanded to attend in remembrance of 
© him, who deſerves never to be forgotten; 
and by my neglect have at once pour'd 
Ccontempt upon 4 authority, and ſlighted 
© bis love, who taved. "ey Jo _ e 
e ble ahne chae: L am i in. lanes mea- 
ſure ſenſible of my error; and am come to 
« xeſolution, that IT will have teſ pect to 7his, 
a as well as other commands. The time paſt 
6 ſhall ſuffice me to have lived in the omiſ- 
_ * ſion of ſo plain a duty, and the neglect 
of ſo glorious a privilege © oh] keep it upon 
_ '© tbe. imagination of my Heart for ever; and 
let me be conſirm'd = thoſe good pur- 
poſes,” which thy own ſpirit bas led me to 
<4 form, and no leſs epos than: his can 
belp me to keep. 
II am indeed e 3 8 3 
ledge the inſufficiency of that plea; againſt 
| _ a poaſitive command. Lam unworthy, but 
p99 muſt not therefore refuſe thy kindneſs; 1 
hope I am in Chriſt, tho“ the aubaneſt 
© ſoul that relates to him, and therefore 
cannot any longer want an ordinance; 
in the uſe of which, I hope 10 = in 
$ grace, and i in the. N of: rs Lord... 


« e, 1 * og L 
3 


** 
e 


5 0 * 
r 


6 „ 7 wy 84 97 Om 


N ow, 02 my ou thou? kaſt RP thy | 


e 
* or, if T have hitherto deceiyed my ſelf: 
© and walked in a vain ſbeto, I now defire to 


accept of the goſpel- -offer, to o my bap- 


«© tifnal covenant, to avouch thee, O F a- 
ther, Son and Spirit, to be my God, my 
« all, my evetlaſting portion. U Upon my 
bended knees I now accept an offered Sa- 
viour; and call heaven and earth to witneſs; 
* that, as far as I can judge, I am ſincere. 


And this I would declare in the preſence 


of thy people; begging with ſome hope 


and confidence, that I may be accepted 
noth, and found in che member! of” the 


faithful af lat. 

O direct me in all the lep „ to 
take; and let me ſee my way, 290 follow 
© it, and have conifort in the iſſue, "thro? 
: „ ord 
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nb to' (hi Lord, and canſt not go 
back't Thy next” duty is to ap ply thy ſelf to 
the miniſter, Who ! is the Rribard of* theſe my- | 
a ; that, if he Judge thee meet, he may 
' ABBA , * een admit 


. 4 Cor. vl, 
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aamit thee to the holy /olemnity. Let me 
not be fooliſhly f, much leſs act the 
hypocrite ;, but uſe the utmoſt frankneſs with 
my ſpiritual guide: that he may be able to 
paſs the better judgment upon my caſe, 
let me ſtate it fairly; neither pretend to 
what I have not received, nor deny what 1 
have. This would be baſe ingratitude; 
ibat impious meckery. If thou haſt a pru- 
dent faithful miniſter to apply thy ſelf to; 
treely open thy breaſt, and unboſom thy 
_ foul: tell him thy deſires, and their mo- 
tives; confeſs thy fears, doubts, and jea- 
louſies; beg his prayers; and reverence his 
padgment. I he ſhould think thee fr, 
be not provoked nor diſcouraged: but. take 


| . judge thee ſufficiently inſtructed and: du- 


Iy qualified. If he expreſs his ſatigfaction, 
don't diſtruſt him; but believe him a more 
' capable judge of thy cafe, than thou art 
| thy ſelf. Not that thou ſhouldſt eſteem him 
' infallible; tis his #after's province to ſearch 


' hearts: but ſure his judgment deſerves the 


: ame regard, as, a phyficran's'about thy body, 
or a /awyer's concerning thy eftate. Be 
faithful in the account of thy elf; and 
doubt not, but he'll be faithful in deliver- 
ing his opinion. And with his faithfulneſs 
thou may ſt expect tenderneſs, condeſcen- 


\ . Gon and compaſſion, in imitation of the 


chief Shepherd, who is meek and * in 
+ J oo qt TT. 


8 * \ 
1 _ FY 


and ſcruples: give me a zeachable 


„„ 9 
heart ; ah will not quench the fa fax, 
nr. _—_— the bruiſed reed '. WO 
Oh that God, who has convinced me. of 
my duty, and brought me to a reſolution, 
would help me to be open and fincere }. 
Let me not go about to impoſe upon thy 
miniſter; which would be juſtly interpret- 
* ed as an attempt to impoſe upon my. 
Lord himſelf, whoſe eyes are as a flame of. 


* fire; who can't be deceived, as knowing, 


* what is in nan; and will not be mack'd, 
© as being a jealous Cod. O give me freedom, 
that I may. utter what I have felt; give 
me humility, that I mayn't be aſhamed to 


| © diſcover. thoſe: follies and imperfections, 


that may be at the bottom of m. * doubts 
Nee 

* that I may not deſpiſe inſtruction: 192 

me to remember the relation, in whic 

© theſe under-ſhepherds ſtand to the great 

* ſhepherd and biſoop of Jauls *. 

Lt me not deſpi/e his judgment of. my. 


- © caſe, nor yet lay tas great p ſtreſs upon it; 
remembring that miniſters may accepts: 


* where Gon may reject; and admit thoſe 
to the ſacrament, as qualified for commu- 


nion with the church, who yet ſhall. be 


found unworthy reckivers, as not having & 
3 wedding garment. 5 
Oh direct thy 1 chat he. may- 
"oh n and and yet withal, 
Lk 3 = 72 | an 


* 
5 ihe. 1 
* 3 - — 


* Matt, x. 1 Matt. xii. 20. 1 pet. ü. 43 . 


„ - ran 

8 * faithfuly. Let him be duly red of my 

2 * caſe, and paſs n a 0 as the great 
TSX will punt als 


} 


; N * 
7. 


CHAP. II. 


ther — ng been approved 5 the mini- 
Ker, 2 ond allow 4 to communicate. | 


— 


„ F 


E thankful, 0 my Gal chat G OD di has 
1 heard the voice of thy ſupplication ! 
His miner has dealt tenderly and faithfully 
with thee, has encouraged thy deſign, pro- 
miſed the aſſiſtance of his prayers, given 
thee inſtruction, and ſuitable advice; and 
nothing more remains, but thy oual Prepa- 
ration for that holy ordinance. - 
But, O fee to it, that thy Gann be right. 
Tis a Heceitful heart thou haſt to manage: 
look to thy ſelf, that thy goodneſs be not as 
the morning cloud, and early dew; that ſoon 
Paſſeth: away... Remember the warning the 
miniſter gave thee, that thou ſhouldeſt not 
akt in ſuch a cafe without ſerious thought, 
and mature deliberation, leſt 'raſ. engage - 
1 — ſhould iflue 1 in 1 broken vous, and e 
| acy — * N ys 
Take heed, O Be 5 hes chat 1 he: not 
another: inſtance, / to confirm the truth of 
that awful obſervation; (of which he told 


me weeping ) that many hot . have 
. 


* 


Fw OD 
— 


redeemer, 


144 


me to crucify the world,” and reſiſt and 
couragement . he gave me to hope, that 
if my heart den' t reproach me, as äcting 
deceitfully in my profeflions and engage- 
 mentsz ang ik f will keep cloſe to Gov in. 
the way of his appointments,. I need not 
tear being accepted of him now, and hay. 
ing the good, Fork begun, car7y'd on to tb 
f fone aa et oben, 
But, O my ſoul, Tee to it; and again, T 
lay, ſeeto it, that thou do zwith full purpoſe of | 
heart, cleave to the Lord: that thy preſent, * 
_ deyotion; don't prove a ſudden. flaſh; but. 
| having tet 22. 10 to the plough, don't think. 


fig £ ; 24 a | 4 | +0 '4 „ 7 PS — 3 „51 N 
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It bad bern better for them, not to debe known 
. the way of righteouſneſs, than, after they have 
' tt, to turn from the holy command- 
Let this word be a ſpur to thy dili- 
— 9 but not revive thy ſcruples. It 
were berter never to communicate, than 
afterwards to apoſtatize. , _ 
But will this be a plea for thy Siſobedi- | 
' ence? — Conſider, O my foul, at this rate, 
thou. ſhouldſt never have been baptized; 
never call'd thy felf a chriſtian; never Join'd | 
_thy elf to a Genter affembly ; never 
heard a fermon, or put u Edd ayer z never 
givenan alms, or perfo gr any fort; 
ſeeing all thefe 6 aggravate 74s 2 th if 
| thou proge a h ypocrite or apoſtate at aſt, 
| Therefore, in the ffrength of Chrift, hold 
on thy way: don't ek. thy Lord's table, 

but prepare for it; that, being a worthy 
communicant here, thou mayft at laſt be a 
Partater of the inberitancr of the ſaints in hight. 
1 all chis in a better ftrength than 
ar own z ever remembring, that of th ry 
thou canſt do nothing; and that Gos 
: - GY is at once necellary and ſufficient for 


Now, O n Cop, 1 e and Pale | 
* thee, that T have been enabled to open 
| © my caſe to thy miniſter 3 and thar thou 
haft inclined his heart kindly to encourage | 
me, to e * and faithfully. 


% f 5 3 v 0 . 
7 * +» * 4 * 1 - 
4 22 0 F Ws 2/8 
2 Pet. ü. 21. „ 
« > o : 
7 | 
a 1 = A 25 * PR * n 1 . s * * A” 2 n K 8 wet 5 


bs to warn me; 0 may thy good ſpirit make 


"Cai. 


* 


* his endeavours effectual, that I may re- 
« ceive inſtruction and take warning. I 
am ſenſible of the treachery and baſeneſs 
of my own heart; but Lam alſo acquainted 
« with thy power, and mercy, and faithful- 


© neſs. 


Oh! let me not raſhly take up a 


_ © profeſſion, which I ſhall as hakly abandon, 
k or never live up to. 


0 Help me to underſtand che engage 


and 
and 


1 * Fa 


ments I am going. under, that I may 
count the coſt, and not prove a fooliſh 
builder: help me to conſider the difficulties 


diſadvantages that attend religion, 
the troubles it may expoſe me to: 


f may I ſeriouſly conſider, that. I muſt 
* deny my ſelf, and tale ap my croſs, e N 
'Y Chrift, if I would: be bis diſciple. _ * 
| ©. Yet let none of theſe things mou me 

from my reſolution. O give me ſuch near 


and 


affecting views of the glory that is to be | 


revealed, and of that wrath and fiery indg- 
nation which awaits: the ungodly: fo. Fe 
* death and judgment before me, as to im- 

« preſs me with a ſenſe of the worth of my 


r 


and the emptineſs of this world; 


3 that I may be fully determin'd to accept of 
»Chriſt, and adhere to him with all his 
LL EY that I may. count all things 


of the knowledge of: 


* be, 23 Aud © maythis b vy mp vale | 


- 42 


perſuã- 
* mur i; 70 
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« perſualio on! Let me never turn aſide, nor 


© 8⁰ a whoring from thee. Oh! let me 
not wander from thy commandments! let 


© me never, like an ungracious prodigal, 
© forſake” my father's houſe, or count his 


© eat contemptible." O never let me deny or 
© forget that Jeſus, whom I am ſo ſolemnly | 


to remember and avouch for my Lord 


* and my Go p. Let the unclean: devil 
never re- enter, and take Poſſeſſion of this 


</ foul, which I conſecrate as a temple to the 


has Hoh Ghoſt. I am full of fears, and have reaq- 
* ſon to be jealous of * ſelf, but yet Tam not 


void of hope; nor have I any reaſon to 


< diſtruſt my G op: thy grace is ſufficient 
* for me; G for thy name's ſake, lead me and 
ui e nez but thy rar ee wy Brat. erg 7 N 


Lord, 484 not the erhfuineft v2 my 
ownhea: ft, the incumbrances of the world, 


- 
. 4 


Te of the! ſolicitations: of the devil, put me by 5 


. the deſig n I have form'd of attending at 


nd excuſes; and hopes of gra 


5 4 all my fears. e ee Ni 
Fet let me not come Wr Wr 


Inever eat and drink judgment to my ſelf!? 
* Deliver me from the dreadful guilt of . 
© onions, chat , 


1 Hing afreſh; and putting* 
« Jeſus, hats 1-thitnle: my Wul loves, 2 


— N 5 ayouch and honour: | 


ES 7 
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F< thy table: way a ſenſe of duty out- wegn 
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5 keep me from the great unhap OY 91 
being *poiſon'd by the richeſt . and 
© higheſt cordial; of coming for 4 Ze ng, 
© and carrying. e 4 N ge for 
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-Onkider, O my foul, the 1 is near, 

in which I am to appear at the table 
of my Lord! it concerns me to prepares I 
that I may be a welcome gueſt, and a 
worthy receiver. 2 9 prepare] tho the ex- 1 
| preſhon-be ſhort,. tis comprehenſtve; and, 
hall find it implies more work, than can be 


crouded into a little time, or done with. 5 0 1 


a little pains. Let me therefore redeem 


ſome time from my buſineſs, at leaſt from 1 


my pleaſures, before the week be far ad- 1 
vanced ; that unforeſeen occurrences may 
not deprive me of an opportunity to dreſs 
3 my foul: for the glorious ſolemnity, and put 
upon the unhappy plunge of ae 
the fra or wanting the wedding. gat ment. 
| d, O my ſoul, exert thy ſelf; let all, 522 
yp ee be upon the ſtretch. + hat thou 
hs do al with 4 2 might 3 that thou 


”- 


| e . 14 7 
mayſt not DO traſte away . time, 
which thou ſeemeſt N to re- 
— £5 | 

See to it, chat in thy 1 retirements — be 
really alone; that the world don't 8 80 


3239 


. leſs carcaſs to entertain e Gov. If f thy 
mind be not fix d upon the work before 
thee, thy retirements will be but folemn 
idleneſs: or if the world be admitted to 
put thee by thy duty, the cloſet will be 
but a more . . 2 


'FY ET," "Bt. 


E ET me now, O my foul prepare for 

9 Let me lay down 
the 1 bo my deſign, that I may not 
be at a loſs how to manage; but may go 
regularly on, without that confuſion of 
thought, which will leſſen the Pleaſure and 
N of my work. 

There appear to de Evert Zranches of 
that buſineſs, which is called by the general 
* gone of reparation.” But, before I enter 

upon particulars, I would firſt be deeply 
0 8 of the neceſſity of the duty in ge- 
neral; which will quicken me to the greater 
care and ſeriouſneſs in 4 Dui uy, that ſo 
wel deſerves it. 9 
To this end ius e 7 * 10 7 
i 2 communicant muſt TOY ” 


* 


” . * 
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an unworthy one. And the danger of eat-: 
ing and drinking unworthily is repreſented 
by St. Paul in very awful terms; ſuch a one 
cats and drinks damnation to himſelf. 8 
Damnation! Tremble, O my ſoul, at the 
diſmal thought! fure it ſhould ſtrike a chil- 
neſs into my blood, and a horror into my 
ſpirit! ean any tongue expreſs, can any 
mind conceive the direful contents of that 
expreſſion? however interpreters may ſeſten 
it, the- threatening" can never be aiſarm'd: 
the thunder of it muſt needs put a tender 
ſpirit into convulfions and agonies, at leaſt 
affect him to a very high degree. 
To eat and drink Judgment to one's ſelf, can 
ſignify no leſs than falling under the diſ- 
pleaſure ef the living Cop? and who ktiows, 
what it is to be the object of bis angry re. 
ſentments, in whoſe favour is life, and 
whoſe wrath is worſe than death? If I eat 
and drink unworthily, the leaſt I can expect F 
is temporal ſtrokes; I am in danger f 
ſpiritual ones, and deſerve eternal vengeance. 8 
Indeed there is forgiveneſs with Gov z but 
ſhall I fin, becauſe grics abotnds?" at that 
rate, I may venture in defiance of that 
word, w twhoremongers and adulterers God will © 
Judge, &c. or commit the worſt of villanie > 
becauſe Gop is good, and Plenteons in ner. 
"Nor yet ſhal this Fad own deter me frotty 
my duty; for upen the ſame principle” I 
as abſtain from BE: becauſe that will 


| Era: 


+ 16 1 
aggravate my condemnation, if 1 am found 
diſobedient. he prayer of the wicked is an 
aAbomination; . yea, "the plougbing of the wicked 
2 fin: and hall I therefore forſake the pub- 
lick worſhip of G op, or. neglect the buſi- 
ö neſs of my Particular calling 
But, O my ſoul, let this thought affect 
thee, ſo as to quicken thy endeavours, that 
thou mayſt be admitted to the Lord's. J. able, 
as a worthy receiver, and return rejoicing 
in the Cod of: thy. Jſaluation; let the hopes of 
this put life into thy attempts: think, and 
think again, how vaſt will be the adyan- 
tage of worthy receiving! what words 
can expreſs the bleſſed conſequences of a 
regular attendance. at the Lord's-Table ? 
- may expect to have my Faith ſtrength- 
ned by the repreſentatign of my Lord's 
F ufferings: I may hope to have my loue to 
im -enflamed- by the remembrance of his 
expenſive love to me; my reſolutiuns con- 
3 firm d; my mind ,more ſpiritualized; and 
my hole: converſation made more regular. 
| 87 may meet with feet Peace; and ſtrong 
onſolation; yea, perhaps with du jor, 
eee e ja of ee Jomething 
that ſhall prove à cordial under. the future 
trouble of. 455 And in the Agenies of death 
too. IL m V chene meet Wich him whom. 
my "ul, loves e and. have. lch tokens of 
his love, as ſhall i in- the aa pages ore. 
1 * ee | 4 | 
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5 (17) 
But however, If I am ſincere, I ſhall not 
be wholly diſappointed: my labour ſhall not be 
in vain in the Lord. I ſhall get real good, 
if not ſenſible; if not preſent, yet certain. I 
ſhall reap what I ſow, tho it be long 
firſt. The harveſt will be ſure, tho* late; 
and then I ſhall have in abundant recom- 
pence for all the e the ſeed- time. 
Come then, O my ſoul, up and be do- 
ing; ſpare no pains in a matter that deſerves 
the utmoſt diligence, and will well reward it. 
And that thou mayſt not do this important 
work negligently, "life up thy heart to the 
father of ſpirits; without whoſe gracious Af 
influences thou canſt do nothing. 5 
Om God, the preparation , the beart 
J * of man. is from thee. This I deſire to be 
o ſenſible of, as to beg with the utmoſt | 
0 l that I may be enabled to pre- 
pare my ſelf ſuitably: to as ſolemn oo we 
© dinance. „ 
Oh! Apt ietwhth! in web fas of "2 
the danger of receiving unworkhily, that 
I may not dare to trifle with thee, © the 1 
holy and jealaus GOD: make me duly to | 
« conſider The ; -incxpreſſ ble advantage 5 
worthy receiving; that I may not at onee! 
« fin againſt thee, and. wrong my own: Gul, 
by a negligent behaviour x direct ine in 3 
*, every ſtep I am to take, enlighten my mind, 
enlarge my heart, raiſe my affections, keep 
,-* hl 4775 1 NP GED my corrup- 
STEEN tions; 3 


My. 1 


me labour in vain, when he opened theſe 
| . myſteries to me? has what I have read and 


e Ti 18 7 
tions; and ſo help me in the whole of my 
duty, that I may have this token for good, 
that thou deſigneſt to meet me and bleſs 
me at that holy ſolemnity! It is a great 
thing to be duly prepared; but thy grace 
15 ſufficient for me; let thy firength be — 
gerfect in my ee and 5 Aer all. 
; ws, ns own. 
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© 1 ET a man examine. Anek. and ſo let 
Kim cat, ſays the inſpired apoſtle. 

Come then, O my ſoul, call thyſelf to an 

| account, whether thou art in any. meaſure 

that, which 3 . r hr 


Have I knowledge to diſcern the Lord's body? 
am l apprized of the nature and end of this 
ardinance? has not the miniſter hHναðü4 pon 
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heard about this matter, given me a tole- 
rable notion of it? I know, a man may 
| have knowledge: enough, and yet eat and 
drink unworthily; but yet, without ſome 
good meaſure of underſianding,] be danot 
be an acceptable comn micant. 
Do I therefore underſtand the nature of 
the goſpel-covenant, he covenant: 06 , 
of which the ſacraments: are ſeals ? - | 
Do I know how the fr Swen Was 


broken op” Into what a fad condition The: 1 5 
i wo O 


* 


: 1) 2 
of our firſt parents brought their wretched | 
offspring? how it pleaſed Gon in infinite 
: mercy to enter into a ne- covenant, thro? 

-redeemer, in which he has provided for 
his own honour and our K do I un- 
derſtand who is the mediator, what the Meſfings, 
and hat the terms of this covenant ? 

Do I underſtand the relation that this * 
crament bears to that covenant? that it is ini- 
tuted by the mediator, to whom all power is 
given, both in heaven and earth t that it is 
 d:figned to repreſent the bleſſings he bas pur- 
chaſed, with the manner in which they were 
procured, and are apply'd? that I am at 

the: Lord's Table to be forth his death? 
that the broken bread' repreſents His hedy, _ 
which was broken for us; and the ins 
his precious: flees,” which was ſhed for uss 
our eating that bread, and drinking that cup, 
ſignifits that adticial feeding upon him, who 
s chat (and more) to our Ne that bread, 
the /taff of lifes mae hed - 1 
18 to our Sodiat. 8 ene, een 
De \EFunderſtsnd: hdd it ſrals'the' covenant: 7 
to every worthy receiver ? ho- hereby 
Gop obliges himſelf to be their Gon, te 
pardon their ſins, ſanctify their ſouls, and 
at laſt bring em to eternal happineſs and 
glory 2 how herein they engage themſelves 
to him, thankfully accepting what he offers, 
and — n * what he de- 


mands ? * 


e — i "_- þ FS " 
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mands ? 1 herein we open our mouths to 

God, and ſwear, that we will be his, in the 
bonds of an everlaſting covenant, that ſhall not 


be forgotten; e Bim, and s 


our Jeboes ?' nn 


e 1 of wh ee this/ordi- 


nance is to every worthy communicant? 
how it is deſign'd to confirm their faith, 
to enflame their love, purify _ conſci- 
* ences, and comfort their ſouls? KAY 
Do I underſtand how it de theſe ef- 
91 fects Not in a natural way, nor meerly in a 
moral one; but by the Powerful influences 
of the ſpirit, diſpenſed, and to be expected 
in a devout attendance upon the appoint- 
ments of infinite wiſdom and goodneſs. Let 
* eee to 3 own ſoul that queſtion, which 
m our put to Bi: b oe ed thou 
f all theſe things? © a 
I I muſt confeſs, my apprehenfions- of theſe 
things are too dark and confuſed ; but I 
dare not deny the grace of Gop, who has 
given me ſome acquaintance" with theſe 
| . awful myſteries: and I hope 1 do deſire to 


| improve in knowledge, "> TEINS 


90 receive . 


„And O that GOD Ge SITES me what 


b < Iyerk now not, and lead me farther into 
the knowledge of all neceſſary truth! oh 
8 th that he would-ſbey me: bis covenant and 
en me to * g e, and in the Ei 
| Ty 556 | * 0 


97 tu. . 14 


11K a 
3. Ae my Land end denier) . Chriſt * | 
. that he would reveal to me by his ſpirit 
; « thoſe deep things of Gop, which the natural 
© man receiunth not, ' becauſe they are ſpiritually 
S 

diſcen d] O father of lights,' who giveſt 
© wiſdom liberally and upbraideft not, make me to 
«* know. the. love of Chriſt, which paſſeth know- 
© ledge, and help me to comprehend, with all ſaints, 

© the L breadth, aud length, and. 727 fi wrong Ou | 
Hi Amen. r | 
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8 0⁰ y „Souls char awer bin 
ledge is not a ſufficient qualification 
for the holy communion. If I have know- 
leage to diſoern the Lord's s body, and want 
faith to ſeed upon him; I ſhall return from 

| lis table, diſappointed: and aſhamed. My 
bleſſed Lord has told me, that, except I cat 
his figſb, and drink his blood, I have no life in 
ne. Now this I know muſt be by faith, 1 
not after 4 corporal and carnal manner: 
let me therefore put that queſtion to my 
foul, which my Saviour put to his diſciples; 3 
where is thy faith? do 1 believe in an unſeen * 
Jeſus? do I heartily approve - the methott | 
which Go has appointed for man's falva- : 
tion, that being juſtify" d by faith, he ſhould have 
| ates. e tbro' our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? 
ol itil nav * God? 


and 


Y 2 Pet, 3 ji. 18. 3 ce rb. f 
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. 
and rejdice in God through hing dy whom doe 
have: now receiurd th atonement'?; do I car- 
neſtly deſire to be. found in Chriſt, not having 
mine own righteouſneſs, &c. but that which 
is thro the faith of Chrift, the \righteouſneſ5 
which is of God by faith, that Chriſt may be 
mace. unto me righteouſneſs ?- — this 
5 incipal article of my religion, tha 
X# Chrift died for our fins, and ſo was Made: fi 
' (a ſin-offering) for us, that we might be mad: 
LY e righteouſneſs of God in him? and do I ac- 


3 lay the ſtreſs of my hopes upon the 
mercy of Gop in Chriſt; and under a 
b of guilt apply to that Blood, 

55 which cleanſes from all in? can my foul make 
her 
his fulneſs, even gruct for grace? am I in any 


meaſure acquainted with this myſtery? and 


e 


| can I underſtand, by any experience of my 
own, What the apoſtle meant when he ſaid, 


Fe; per 0 I i Chri "orb in me * 2 
What ſhbuld he de at a royal feaſt, that 


- cannot taſte of the proviſion ? am I there- 


I fore taught of Go to believe in Jeſus? 
Tord, I belirve, help thou my undelief ! 
B < Tu pe I have tafted that the Lord is gracious. 


4 J can remember, when I have fat under 
- © his ſhadow with great delight, and bis wo . 


1 8 has been feet onto my taſte. My foul. bas 


ations to him, and derive from 


et * for that prayer, 
Lurd, increaſe my faith! without controverſy, 

« great is the myſtery of godlineſs; and I am 
too often apt to ſtumble at the croſs : my 

« temptations to unbelief often find me 
much ſorrowful employment; and at beſt 
my faith is but weak and languid. O 
t * my Gon, perfe# that which is lacking in my 
a 3 3 e 
2 not e its —_— ; 
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122 Muſt alfo enquire concerning my Am | 
tance. - An impenitent communicant I 
know muſt be an avmwortby one. That 1 
am a finer, is a matter paſt queſtion ; z and 
that as. ſuch I am expoſed to the diſplea - 
ſure of Gop; ſo that, if he ſhould enter into 
judgment wich me, I could not ſtand, is 
what I know and believe: yea, that the 
teaft fin I ever committed deſerves the wrath @ 
and curſe of God, both in this world, and! 
that which. is to come. But all this is ge- 
neral and common; let me therefore, 
N prels the matter cloſe. ane 4 


Fin, Have 1 Jaid chal, hin ; to- 3 ? 
have my convictions been afediing 2 have I 
not only knoten, but Felt theſe Wa have 
I been weary and heavy laden nder a ſenſe: of 
fin? have I groan'd and trembled under 
the. . of Gop' s diſpleaſure ? has 
| 4 NE * F 
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deſtruttion from the Lord been à terror to me? 
has my fleſb trembled for fear of him, and have 
1 been afraid of his judgments? yea, have [ 
been aſhamed of ſin, as a nauſeous, loath- 
ſome, filthy thing; contrary. to the nature 
and law of Gop, and: my own happineſs 
too; which conſiſts in conformity to God, 

and enjoyment of him? has the remem- 
brance of my ſin fill'd my heart with grief, 
and my face with ſhame ? eſpecially con- 
ſidering how it has been committed againſt 

a Gop of infinite love and goodneſs ? does 
this thought give a peculiar accent to my 
grief, that I have ſinn'd againſt a Bleeding, 
Hing Jeſus, and a forbearing and forgiving 

| Gov? and does the apprehenſion of par- 
doning mercy, thro' a redeemer, promote 
in me the moſt kindly relentings : E accord- 
_ to that, Ezek. xvi. 63. 

In the next place; have I been . 
by theſe convictions to take up a hearty 
and ſincere reſolution of better obedience ? 

do 1 hate every falſe way? and have I a reſpe# 

90 all God's — ? Oh! let me re- 

member, that nothing is repentance that 

conſiſts with an habitual: love to any ſin, or 
an allo d averſion to any inſtanceof duty, 
or branch of holineſs: is my heart and life 
changed? he that is the ſame after repen- 
tance as he was e . be e 


6250 | 
O my conſcience, be. faithful : have I pat. 
of + the old man with his duſts, and put dn the 
ww man, ' which after God is created i in ble. 
| wſneſs 4 and true holineſs ?. 
I hope it is 3s hog with 1 me, in fome ; mea- | 
tre, nat, th fend in man things, 5 is 
low my WIE i in ae that o in his 
| yord difallows.—Bur alas! my repentance 
ls far ſhort, of. what 1 know it t ſoul is be, and 
yiſh it were. 
h that he, La. Lift 3 (as 
1 well as te e would carry on the work 
which, T truſt, is begun! Lord, open” 
my eyes, that I may fee, 5 5 of the evil 
of fin : ſtrike this heart, this rock, that it 
may more freely bleed at the remem- 
£ brance of my. paſt follies : configm my re- 
solutions, that I may have nothing more tn 
ede 4with idol J büt may be fledfaft and . 
| moveable, and always abounding in the wot. 7 
the Lard : care h me. and. try me, and ſee f 
| * there be any wicked. [ way. 1 me, and {ag me # T 
17 . high A eperlaſting... „ „ 5 
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: 15 4 5 Xamine oy, 1 enge 

m pt, an ef Ential and e 
ve ie If I dont ſincerely love the 
| malter the 4.0 feaſt, and. | all; the. 1 
ala, gueſts,” I can't be welcome. Come 
hen O my ſoul, is thy heart circumciſed to 
; wah the Me thy 5 with all iy Beg and _ 
TO. 


z 


2 
11 1 
: . #8; 
7 ER 1 


ith all thy eu 10 . e ff and $reat 


commandment : '-> canft thou t fay, that 
thy dere is towards him, and 157 delight 
. 
0 | ? "hay he the 
rinence in thy foul = Gaſt thou fay, 
_ tobomt have Tin hraven but tkee, and there is 
_ upon earth that 1 c defive befilles thee®? 
is Chrift precious to thee beyond compari- 
{ fon and competition? and conſt thou oo 
| fay; yes, doubtleſs, I count all things 17 05 Yo 
er the excellency of the' km 
| Teſs my Tord? e a 5 1 
Is "74 love td him a rarional 45 the ” . 
fe& of ferious thought, and deep convic- 
tion of his tranſcendent excelfency ? ? has the 
| ſpirit of G o p opened thy eyes, to ſee that 
hee is the chief ten Hhouſa , and albigether 
boeh; and canft chou tell.” what the church's 
' beloved is more that amther*s beloved? 
Is it a conftant and fixed love? not a ſud- 
den flaſh, or tranfient paſMon, but a rooted, 
| ſettled thing ; a rous flame, which 
many waters can't quench, nor the floods drown 
it? and tho thy * to ſome dear * 
ma be more paſſionate; 
att thou cone to a point, that thou ht 
ſacrifice the deareſt object, rather than 
Vii with bim whom thy ſoul 4 loves? — But to 


ring the matter to a. more certain ilſue; 
; Nn rund! 9 £43 21 uc i 1045 . py, 
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is thy love practical this is an infallible teſt 
r 


do whatſoever I command you” : doſt thou count 
his yoke eaſy, and his burden light? are none of _ 


his commandments grievous ? doſt thou delight 
to do his will, and haſt thou choſe his zeſtz- 
monies as a heritage for ever? doſt thou find his 
love ſweetly. conſtraining thee to the ſevereſt in- 


ſtances of ſelf-denial? and art thou fully pur- 


poſed im a better ſtrength than thy own, that 
thou wilt follow the lamb whither-ſoever be guen, 


whatever it coſts thee ? If it be thus with 
' thee, thou mayſt chearfully ſay, Lord, thun 


that knoweſt all things, knoweſt that I love thee. 

 Andasayetfartherevidence, doſt thou hve 
thy neighbour as thy ſelf ? haſt thou a real love 
for al men, and a. ſpeciul, peculiar one fot _ | 
thy fellow-chriſtians.? is there no man, to 
whom thou doſt not moſt heartily wiſh well, 
whatever provocations he has given thee, 4 
or injuries he has done thee ? tho thou haſt | 
many enemies, has no man an : of 
thee ? if there are thoſe that r with 4 
a cruel hatreu, canſt thou appeal to Gop, 
that the hatred is not mutual and reciprocal 2 ©; | 
canſt thou fincerely pray, forgive our mon [ 
ſes, as we forgive them at treſpaſs againſt uss 

And as to the people of God, doft thou 


| honor and delight in *em ? hereby we know 


that aus have paſſed from death to life, becauſe 
We W doſt thou love every 4 
2 C. 2 12 foul, | 


Lbs "2 
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Fs Gehl; iid chon gelt he im * Cuil. ? 
is not thy loye confined to thoſe of thy own 
party, or perſuaſion? but i isit unreſtrained and 
large, as that catholick church of which thou 


* art a member ? does this love engage thee 


to all proper as e kindneſs: and expreſſions 
of brotherly love? doſt thou pity and help, 
to the utmoſt of thy power, all thoſe 
whom Chriſt calls brethren, with this view, 
that what thou doſt for them, terminates 
ultimately upon him, according to Mat. xxv ? 
Lbianſt thou read the irt epiſtle of ow and 
thy heart not condemn thee? wor 

I hope my love is incer ern 
et, my Gov, how weak: ad how 
4 Anperſes 1 is it! I even hate my ſelf, that 1 


can love thee no more. I abhor my ſelf, 


F \ 4 *| thee, even as thou 


chat I love thy Chriſt no better; and 
**| 80 'bluſh to think that I am no more kindly 

affectioned to thoſe, whom thou haſt — 
i wich an everlaſting love; and with whom 
El hope to live and converſe for ever. 
My only comfort is, that I would love 
| p adit; ; I defre: to dove thee; I long to love 
wouldſt be loved. 


2346+ Lord, kindle: my park into :a flame, 2 8 


' * let that flame be ſtrong and ſteady: ar 
. < eſpecially grantthat my obedience may. ove 

my love to be of the right kind hot can 
0 «7 fox T love ber, if: my heart be ot; right. 
| 3h . thee . And for ke, may I love 
9 ly fb ; 2 2 che cs en 
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2 of that glorious. family, to which it 
is my higheſt honour to belong: O may 1 

1 E them as my ſelf, and in honour pre- 
fer them before my ſelf, and think no 
office of love too mean for me to ſtoop to, 
in imitation of him, who came not to be mi- 
niſter d unto, but to miniſter -; this I pray, 
that my love may abound more and more ® : and 
being > hearty and fervent in this requeſt; 
is, I. hope, an evidence that I do 2 
413 love thee. Oh! let me not be miſt 
N i for ers Chriſt his fake. e | 


er VII. 
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il | ; 
1 muſt alſo examine my ſelf O'S: 
; my new obedience, This I know is the 
4 ultimate teſt of all my pretences: without . 
/ 
] 
1 


it faith, repentance, - love, Sc. are empty 4 
names, and inſignificant ſhadows. Is the 
will of GOD my lam? his word my rae? 
and his glory the end of all my actions? do 
I allow my ſelf in the commiſſion of no 
known ſin, or omiſſion of no known 1 
is it my conſtant care to keep @ conſcience void © * 
of offence, both towards God and man ? can 4 
my -cloſet, my family, my ſhop, my compg- | 
nions, as well as the publick afſemblies of God's 
people, bear me witneſs, that, notwithſtand- . B 
ing my unallowed failings, I do endeavour * 
to walk in all the ordinances and commandments 
77 God e ? am . 3 to ey my 
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duty, and careful to do it? am 1 thankful 
for inſtruction, and reproof too; and do I 
count them my friends that tell me the truth? 
are my remaining corruptions, and my many 
failings, matter of humiliation to me? do I 
Pray for daily grace, as Heartily as for my 
daily bread? and can I appeal to the ſearcher 
of hearts, that T am never more in earneſt, 
than when T pray that I may be perſelt in 
every gadd work, to do his wille; that I may be 
cleanſed from all j/rhineſs, bath of fleſh and 
ſpirit, and perfect holineſs, in the fear of ibe 
Lord“; that I may be ſanctiſyd wholly, and 
my whole ſpirit, - "foal and body, be * 
. to the coming of our Lord ©? 
I hope it is thus with me in ſome meaſure — 
2 4 But, O God, let me not be deceived! 
F \s 11 my he > ence. be feigned, or partial, 
or ved. if it do not exceed that of the 
* 5 © fries and bar Tiers if T have a form of god- 
"© 192/s-without the power, or 4 name to live 
be T am dead; diſcover to me the worſt 
Pl my ſelf, that J may be upon a right 
bottom, and may get that go/pel-bolineſs, 
Oy "aithout which I e Flee the Lord, If 
. there be a good work begun, O carry it 
on to the day of Jeſus! ant let the ſolemn 
© ordinance ] am preparing for, be a means 
of my ſpiritual woe and of ke 
i TN Tc. Amen. Ne 
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7 that God is, and that be is the remarder: 
is not, enough my Lon has ſaid, 9e 3 2 
hw believe a in me”: no Boney of 


3 "9 WER 4 PR” = * ͤ— 
1 43 Ye m5 "0 F 


Wu 
ep og 


„ 


15 Boe 1 have been impartial in my „ ber 
anlinations.— And tho upon reyiew I 
fd abundant matter. for, humiliation ;, — 

mot conclude my ſelf a chy pocrite, but 
muſt entertain ſome gd hope thro* grace, 
that I, am à fencere, ; tho' very imperfef? chri- 
ſian, and ſhall. be a duke gueſt, at me. 
Lord's: table. Inna bas i Hut 5 5 

That which now. remains, is, that 1 put 
my ſelf in as good a poſture as may be, to 
meet my Lord at that, ſolemnity; „ 
may not provoke his diſpleaſure, nor baulk 
my oy expectations. To this end. I muſt 
ſee that eyery grace be in lively and vigo- f 
rous eberciſes left, haying in my fack a moles P 
J. ſhould vi * Jaerifie be Leude e 
07M 81891 40 255: | 6; N SN 
Lam avGble, faith i is ;aprincipal andlea in 1 i F a 
grace zit is che ſubftance (or confident expec: VH fp 
ation} af things hoped. fer, and the evidence of 3 
nga 20) en: Withowi faith tt 1 impaſſible ME 4 
Phaſe Ge i. cannot queſtion the zeing, of 
a Cop, and the certainty; of a. Pa ſtate x 1 
which are the great principles of | natural 4 
religion, and preſuppoſed to all rebeal d. 1 


IL them that di kgentiy ſect him. But this, 
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the only true God is ſufficient to eternal life, 
while men are ignorant of that Jeſus Chriſt 
hom he bath ſent” Come then, O my ſoul, 
et thy faith in him be ſtrong and: Tively 
_ have I not abundant evidence, that Jeſus is 
the Mya, the Chriſt of G o b, that him 
bath God the father ſcaled? The ſcriptures of 
the old teſtament 7e/tify of him. To him 
Moſes and all the Prophets bear witneſs In 
him there was a full and exact accompliſh. 
ment of every promiſe and prediction: in him 
are the ſubſtance of all the legal ſhadows, 
and to him referr'd all the pes, Ec. he 
was evidently the promiſed ſeed, the Shiloh, 
the branch, Fc. of the ancient fathers, who 
* wailed for the conſolation of Iſrael . 
Conſider, O my ſoul, what a glorious 
{ reſtimony Gop bore to him by à voice from 
| heaven; by vaſt numbers of great, publick 
b Wand unconteſted miracles; and finally, 
WF raiſing him from the dead: of which he 
appointed competent witneſſes, men of abi- 
iy and integrity: who could not be impoſed 
upon in ſo plain a matter; and who could 
never be ſuppoſed to praftiſe upon the 
world, becauſe there was no intereſt in view 
that ſhould engage them in ſo baſe a deſign ; 
and it is utterly impoſſible, that men in their 
wits ſhould be guilty of the blackeſt villany, 
| in n 1125 of Feed "or 0 and ruin.— 
e Beſides, 
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i Beſides, did not God alſo bear them witneſs, 
rift | both with /igns and wonders, and divers miracles 
ul, W and gifts of he Holy Ghoſt" ? To which may 
be added his other conſideration ; that hat 
is WM dofirine muſt needs be from God, which 


has ſo viſible and peculiar a tendency to mate 


of WM nen God-like, in the temper of their minds, 
m and courſe” of their actions: that goſpel 
In muſt needs be the grace of God, which teaches 


us ſo effectually, hat, denying ungodlineſs and - 
ail worldly luſts, we ſhould tive ſoberly, righteouſly 
F, and godly in this preſent evil world®*. I ro 
e by the records of paſt ages, and the obſer- 
, vations I have made in the compaſs of my 
, own acquaintance, that the beſt e i; 
have been the heft nen. And, O my ſoul, 
eanſt thou not bear thine own teſtimony, | 
| that the intereſt of God in thee bears a con- 
ſtant proportion to the meaſure of /by faith | 
in Chrift. Feſus ? doſt thou not always find 
that, when thy Faith is ready to fail, oY 
good things ibat remain are ready to die 
And on the men is thy heart ever H 
pure, and thy Ife ſo clean, as ER ad thy fail 
' is-vigorous and /ipely-?;Now can any, thing 
be more incredible, than that the great God 
ſhould make uſe of an- impoſture to renew his 
FIG Wa upon the ſouls of men? I will as 
ſoon helieve any abſurdity, AS. ag the ol E | 
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1 intereſt .of the devil, by arts and methods 
3 perfectly helliſn and diabolical. | 
Come then, O my ſoul, be Prong in faith, 
giving glery'to God. "Tis true, believing is 
hard work; but conſider whence the difficul- 
ties ariſe! from a corrupt heart, and a mali- 
cious enemy: and let this thought be a farther 
| evidence to the credibility of the doctrine 
of the croſs. Why ſhould a baſe heart, 
and a buſy devil, make ſuch mighty oppo- 
© ſition to the work of faith? If it were not 
& the werk of God, the enemies of God would 
F never "make ſuch efforts to hinder it: the 
devil would cheriſh his own creature; the 
world would love its own; and the fleſh 
F would never expreſs ſuch a reluctancy againſt 
ö . the goſpel, if it were not /prritual in its 
" ZendÞncy, and divine in its original. There- 
Toy O my ſoul, let me form arguments 

4225 dk difficulties, and pave my way with the 

ſtumbling- blocks, that are throw in it. 

. is indeed an aſtoniſhing thought, that 

7 ſhould become man, nA that man 

| hoy d die: without controverſy, great is the 
wjlery of godlineſs, &c. ; but let not this 
bagger thee. Conſider Bis that the 
more auf and irpri 

dhe goſpel are, the more © likely hey are- 
de 7 om God; h can ſcarce be 1 ſuppoſe 
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0 
ds fg . ſuch a ſolemn pomp, and t train, 
of mighty Works, as were wrought tc to con- 
firm the miſſion of our Lord. It would 
have been matter of ſuſpicion, if Chriſt and 
his diſciples hat preach'd nothing but what 
the Pagan f — s taught, and the Je 
— v4 800 d Mes it ſhould pur ke 
the doctrine of 050 to a conſidering un- 
pr diced mind, that it was to the ws, 

ftumbling-block, and ta the Greeks fooliſhneſs*.”* 

Are not theſe things 0? Come then, 0 4 


But, O wretched man that I am, ods. 
hall deliver me from this evil beart of unbelief'* 
It is not bate external evidence that will pro- 4 
duce a divine fab. Faith I know is "hi 1 
work, the mighty work. of God, and pro- 
duced in the heart by no leſs 7 thy | 
that, which raiſed 1 . from the dead : it is 
not of our ſelves; ut js th he gift of CG. 1 
And therefore, O my God, I turn me 
« unto thee, in whoſe he my heart i is, par, 
« wha canſt prevail againſt the united force 
« of my e 1 ite enemies; and not only 
; | N carry on the work 7. 25 wit 
ay 5 55 7h op 
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my. ſou], believe and. 2 eſtabliſhed.” 1 


eie ee 
* belebing in him whom 7 do not ſtd, Ty re- 
6 ag ww”. 270 W and Uh of gy. 


3 


E — 


# 9 bs * * 2 _ 1 14 oP 0 * 4 
"4 +54 1114 4 2 FL 2 4 ; 


T muſt. 1.45 emembe 

exerciſe ; of bo 258 And, O my ſoul, 
if thou doſt believe, thou cant not chuſe 

but love. View thy Lord in his glory and 
1 r conſider him as the irie of 70 

12 ther*s glory, and the expreſs image of $f per- 


n; think of him as che chief 6 of ten thou- 
ed, and altogether lovely ; as one, whom all 


1818 
2 45 3 


4 perfection, do but faintly repreſent ; 


| »hip; and by whom the ma Fifi 


; ag vn, whom the higheft 
| are Far who yet adote, i Pt 


. e re, than they: would govern a thouſand 
worlds. Think of him as one, whoſe Abories 
no thought can reach, nor words" A0 
l whom the m Ultitude of the hetve 


Admiration, as; an . and in- 
K entertaining; 3 das Jeſt & no far- 
ther 
%) 

e d h Golfer er g. 
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” ; L 
n 1 42 
46 . - ; *: 


PR Tn OW ² - ²˙ d.. re VR "2 OS OY 
Y ö F n "ON" BP pike 
* * 3 . N 2 1 5 
; 2 F 8 7 

” p 11 — 3 18 
* * 1 
n 5 Ea 
. N 
95 W 
; Fe 


+ my Told, _ Met 
his 


created brightneſs, ſweetneſs, © purity, = 


3 one, in whom all that's love y meets and 5 


well before blo: Pere mote” xultatio Nad 


Fot will view with _everlaſtitley 71 hd 


hap pinels, 25 to 9% bin ere *be | 


lovely," 1 e kind; to thee! | . I | 
this be proved, or can the inſtances of it be 
forgotten ? did not his love to thee appear be- 1 
yond all contradiction, in his incarnation,, | { 1 
birth, ſufferings and death, with all the cir- b | 
Rewer of humility that attended his 
lage thro? this vaje of tears, this waſte and 
bowling wilderneſs, to that better country, where 
he.is ſtill mindful of his people, as ever wie þ 
to make | interceſſion for em; he loved thee ® 
before thou or time were: he loved: thee © 
when he was! on curih, with a love OY 
than death, which many waters could not guenchy * 
nor floods drotem: he loves thee now! he is i 
heuven; and tho he be exalted to the hike 
eſt dignity, far above; all prihcip alities and I 
powers, and /its at the right hand of G, | 
Land of, all; yet haſt mg. the ſame Place:in 1 
| his heart, and the fame ſhare in his 1 
nate remembrances. Long abſence, great * 
diſtance, - high preferment, Weg of 
affairs, which impair common friendſhipg, 
have no influence there: having loved his cus 
zubirih Were in the. world, he: ddes and wi 
love them 1 the end 3 and that with a les 
more conſtant, ſteady and regular, than tha 
revolutions of the heavenly. bodies, and ths } 
ſettled courſe of nature. Nor is this love | 
. ann machs Contides,. O my ſoul, the © 
LOTLOUE Hed $ of it. Tis a loye big with bleſs ff 
fangs; bleſſings which no tongue can repre- 
Kol amy enen here en n but 
9 98 With N 


2 : 27 \ : | 7 ET, 


x #8. 
* 1 4 & 


8 4 


| what'am I, aud what is 1 
© that 1 mould be thus big bly 
| the prince of life, the living God, ſhould 
t his heart upon ſuch what dogs that a 
vile worm, finfulduf and aſbes, ſhould: be fo 


Fm. , h wounded 
Eat 7 for "ny wrong, 


__—_ rb bim 3 and. by him 


Aa eceſs with boldneſs 3 to the ales of grace ©. 
4 * his expenſive love, as the meritorious 
cauſe; I ogg A Arcabegugr ie that I am de- 
aguin to a lively bope: my adoption, that 


Foren 
em call'd u 4% of God * 
ny peace, comfort and joy; and finally, 


: bye of tral life; which is ad * 
Leun with, and ten thouſand thouſand times 


more; for the things which God hath p 
| for them that love him, have not enter d into the 
e mam SANs ns Lin 

Nor let me, O my ſoul, eee UREA "A 
þ che unworthy object of all this glorious love; 
father's houſe, 
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ftegarded by him, whom all the 


| BY. whom the whole creation and 
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| of my Peace was upon him, SITS. ſtripes 
| Fam bealed*: r Faith, I bave 


favour'd ? that 
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Fl of abc neadefe * wthong, and 1 
vanity 1 behold what manner of love i is this | ex- 

orefſon is at a — and. ſlent admiration e 
fp 


its 
o.. — this Jaw, 1 Fats 
whence is it, O my ſoul, that thou art no 
more affected? that in theſe mu/ings the f bi 
_ burns no more? one would think, that, upon if 
ſuch a ſubje&, ſerious thoughts ſhould exalt 4 
even a ſpark of love into a flame of tranſport 
and extaſy! and whence is all this coldneſg? ; } 
Oh 'tis 1 — my evil heart of unbelief l. ts 
s are ſo great that they even exceed be- 
lief! but let me conſider that God's ways are not 
as curs, nor bis thoughts as ours, but more above * 
than the heavens are above the earth ©! and that 
his benefits are in ſuitable proportion to his | 
own greatneſs. Royal favours uſe to be vaſt | 
and: magnificent: : they give lite Rugs; and 
what leſs can be expected from the 1 A 
kings, the infinite majeſty of heaven and. 
earth, than what he has pleaſed to appoim 
for his favourites! and the more m, oh | 
objects of his love are, the more — ks © 
bounty! the lower his Soodne ſtoops, 
higher it riſes! but that it ſhould ſtoop 
ow 28 o me the . and * 2 the 
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impoſibl b 


worm, , Ng: * : 
that . Peüren Fs} Henk, Aeli his ' 
grace, quenched his ſpirit, tramplid under ; 
£ « foot bis ſon ! an ungracious dog, that has | 
&turn'd his grace into wantonneſs, and con- | 
»&''tinued- in ſin in ſpite of all reclaiming 
methods a backſliding, treacherous, per- 
e jured beaft! and under the convictions of 
4 all this, no more moved than a clod, or a 
& Tock l a ſtupid hard-hearted finner 1” this 
1 muſt confeſs I find difficult to believe; and 
when I can hope, I wonder at my felf that 
L. _ venture to do it; and adore the grace 
nd mercy. of God, that 1 have not long 
+ bis a" Cain or a Judas, or at leaſt a 
Sa, a e a terror to my ſelf 
anch all about me, by reaſon of the black: 
* Beſs and horror of my deſpair! Pg 
And yet here infinite 9 hind! infinite 
Merit, are a relief! I will believe that there 
Fo merey for the wort, becauſe God has ſaid 
e and Fwon't venture to except my ſelf, 
Fs *Got Has not done it: ail 25 are 
IE uni Cod; he car forgive frankly ten 
zuſand talents; as well as à few pence : and 
2 ill forgive manifold iniquities, and mighty 
2 *to every penitent, by Willing 
ſoul. 1. muſt not deny the grace of. God; 


aid therefore, if I do avouck this charaRer; 
re Taaitsent re 10 i i ten 
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at my diſpoſal. I had rather (Lord 


4 © holy Jeſus, than li 


« * Yates 
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"64 a) Ny 
And then how ean I chule AY -1ovel! On 
myaifoul, fall with the loweſt proſtratiohs, 
at the feet of thy deareſt Jeſus; andꝭ if thou 
canſt do no better; expreſs thy love by fab} ? 
and bluſbes, that thou canſt love him ng 
ma. | 
But, Lord; 1 may expoſtulate with my | 
« ſelf till I am weary, if thy grace be with- _ 
© held, and thy ſpirit deny "d10 O ſed abroad | 
* thy love in my heart; by. £4 Holy Ghoſt given 
* unto: me! ſtrike this rock, and it ſhall melt; 
* breathe upon this clod, and it will warm; 
draw me, and 1 ſhall run after tbee. I 
cannot ſay that I do love thee; but Iam | 
* ſure I can ſay, that I wwould love thee: this 
© thou knoweſt, that knoweſt all things. , I can 
appeal to. thee, that, if I might have my 
« wiſh, I would love thee better than ADY, 
« ſaint.on earth, yea than any angel in he- 
ven does. I had rather love thee, as 1 
ought to love thee, than be maſter of all 
the treaſures on earth; rather, than have 
all the monarchs of it at my feet; rather, 
than have, all that the world admires 


© knoweſt ) die in an ecſtaſy of holy love, and; A 

* breathe out my foul into. the arms of the 

ye ten millions of years; 

yea to all eternity, in the fulneſs of al 1 

6 created enjoyments. O my God, is not. | 

this a requeſt after thine own heart, wh 4 ; 
7 may love thee with all my ] 


N 


* 4 * 
4 fouls teh do I may not be * Bat and 

* heavy, cold and lifeleſs, at that ſolemnity, 
6, Where are the memorials. of the choiceſ 


and moſt glorious. FG that was ver 
By NOW - an beat of 112 e LIFE? 
gem fle t Boh 6&7 X. * 


| Nut allo, at the Lord's ble; ba in a 
penitent frame. The remembrance of my 
Lord's dying ſove muſt melt my heart into 
a kindly ks for thoſe „ins which wound- 
ed and flew him. His foul was made an offer- 
n for my fn i; and thalf not my heart bleed 
at the *chought of that Bitter cup, in which 
my ſins were deadly ingredients, and which 
for my ſake he drank: off even to the very 
5 O my ſoul, when I remember my 
Savieur, I muſt penitently remember my 
d from "which he died to ſave me. My 
| fins! how wide a field! how vaſt a fubje&! 
v4 am amazed, and ſtagger at the: Feneral 
proſpe&, and muſt he 
loft in particulars! where ſhall T beg 
There mall IL end? Indeed I may 
ee, Behold! T was ſhapen in jniq py, and 
in for did ny mother conceive” me oh but the 


numerous branches exceed calculation! 7 
4 er not the numbers thereof ! the commanifiment 


F God is exceeding broad; and in proportion 


a it I muſt eſtimate my guilt !' what com- 
#3 | mandment have 1 not * * ? in uh at in- 


1 45 * ta 


5e {ſwallowed x and 


x 


I 


Aft up my face ta They my God* ! I eould, have 1 f 


grief. Oh! wretch that! 


feſſion and engagements. I fo lately made, 


2 Re” . 150 * 
4 * £ 00 5 2 oF 1 & Tr 


"M0 43 ;) FRG 
ſtance have 1 nat offended? as. 1% m 


of ignorance and common frailties, I muſt only 


gn and ſay, who can underſtand his errors * ? 
for, 't6 remember and lament my groſſer fol- 
lies, will ' be a long as well as Jorrowfub, « em. 
ployment, and take up more time than 
my circumſtances can allow. But, O my 
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ſwine in that mire ? was that pride, that paſ- 
on, that malice, envy, and uncharitableneſs, 


ſuitable to thy ſolemn profeſſion of retain- 


ing to him, who came to deſtroy the works of 
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but when I conſider, that this innocent lamb 


was ar the ſüme time God over all bleſſed. for 
ever, and that he underwent all this far me, 


what · muſt my heart be, if it ben't affected 
And while tis #ody'was thus bruiſed, the 
iron enter d. intothis' Ver Who can imagine 
what our Lord felt, when he cried out, N. 
God, God, why haſt tibon forſaken me 
See lere what au evil and bitter thing i is; 
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purifying of the fleſh ;, 75 much more ſhall the 
blood of him, who thro the eternal ſpirit offer'd 
N ſpot to God, purge your conſcien- 
om dead works, 10 ſerve the living God "? 
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Approach, apply; O my foul: waſh h and 
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2 ze whiter than the ſnow... 


of God ? the blood of him, that was GOD“? 
Oh how freely did he let out His blood 
view with tranſport «thoſe ſtreams of love; 


mo ſo freely laid down his life for thee !- 
Oh my Gow, enlarge my heart in love 
4 « to ſach a friend; and never let my heart 
be ſtraitned towards him, who open'd his 
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Leſſed eſus, thou art that Bread If: 
life « 755 broken body is food for 
ul,” Oh let me by faith! cat and: N eat 
and never die 5 3 
When Judas took the ſep, "Satay entered 
into him : Lord grant, that, as 15 \rective. | 
this bread, Chriſt may enter, and take 


an eternal poſſeſſion of my ſoul! 


Now, O my ſoul, take a whole Ila, | 
with a whole. Heart, 5 a whole ſalvation. — 
Lord, J am not wart thou ſhouldeſt coma, <0 


ide my roof. _ , 


Lam indeed "infinitely e but 1 f 
hope, thro grace, not utterly unwilling. .. .. 
O were but my appetite to this ſpiripal 


would my ſoul open her mouth, and how full 1 
would the be filled *!.. - 4 
Oh thou, who. hat . 8 end 3 
give me an appetite, and SOT "op 4 
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"NOW 


that he might fill this cup with bleffing. © 
Hook in the way') Remember, O my ſoul, 


if; 50 ) 
"His fu is meat indeed *. ' 95 
O my ſoul, accept and reſign; take a f 


Feſns, and ſurrender thy ſelf. My Lord and 
my Ged, I am thine, ſave 4 of 


&2 4 avouch the Lord this da 2y 40 be ny God: a [i 
his 3 and him PII ſerve*. 
led be the God and Father of our Tink Ye ha 
, who bath bleſſed us with all Privat ma 
ils in heavenly places, in Chriſt *. 
leſſed be Gop for Jeſas Chriſt. 
Ba, hanks be to Gop for bis N e. 
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— FA Cup is the New . in my 
Lord's 0d L 5 


| Chrift's blood i is drink indeed ' 
1 rake this cap of Hleffing, wid 0 kor 80 
be Bis love Wr 4 made a curſe for me 


O how ir did my "Lond arink vf the 


that love, which made him ſay, - th cup 
zobich my Father bath given me, al I nt 
Zink it ® ? It was, a bitter cup to him, and 
$4 he drank the vety arggs © e Ts 20 -©. 
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fully drink of it in remembrance of him ? 
Bleſſed Jeſus, thou haſt dronk at the Band 

of the Lord the cup of his fury: Thou haſt 

drunken the aregs k the oup of trembling, ant 


manner: of love! — 

O precious blood, that han is all nf 7 
Drink, O my ſoul, and remember Jefus. 
T0 Drink, and mourn over thy ſins bel 

Drink, and receive thy pardon. 
Drink, and renew thy covenant. © 
Drink, and forget thy ſorrows. n 


| Drink, and forgive thy enemies. 
Drink, and Nm over the adverſaries 


of thy foul.” 
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from eee blood, and hath made ud 
kings and 1 God, au bis Father : to 


bim be glory and } dominion, for ever and ever, : 


Amen. 


| chat ch. 


0 unn God for is unſpea 
12 u 1.7% bete Ren 560 


234 OBI 2 


4 LIE 4 7 


cup of leſſen to me, 9 ſhall I not chear- 


rung them eut "5 and haſt: Put into my 5 f 
hand this cup of mn Behold what 
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Fx ceive power, and riches, and wiſdom, 
E and frength, and honour, and glory, and blęſing. 
Bleſſing, honour, glory, and power,  be-unto 
him that fitteth upon tho et _ 06 ogy 
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2 . in 8 e is idee than 4 1 
bad rather be a door-keeper in the bouſe of \my 


.. "God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedneſs * . 


And, O my ſoul, if this hour has been ſo 
fiveet, while 7 beheld the king in his glory, and 
the land which is afar off, tho" it were as in a 
' glaſs darkly, what will an eternity-in heaven 
be! when IL hall ſæe bim as be. ig, and now as 
I am alſo known ! when I ſhall be with: bim 


| where be is, and beboll his glory! make baſe, 


O my beloved: \... | 
"Thus I muſt nber my. Lord: 11 be 
- comes +. bleſſed be G o'D. for. ſuch. an ordi- 
\ nance! But O that my ſoul could even break 
For the longing I have Br that ſecond coming; 
when he ſball appear to them e Jar. him, 
mit hout fin, unto ſalvation*. 
le has ſaid, behold I come quickly; ewrn-ſo, 
Lord TOs come ppc in the mean a9 
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O my ſoul, remember where thou haſt been, 
and what thou haſt been doing! Thou haſt 
opened thy mouth ro the Lord, and muſt- not go 

Firs thou haſt bound thy ſoul with an oath: 
thou. haſt: ſiworn, and Ys Janne ity to: lech 7 
his righteous judgment. 

Thou haſt /avouched, this 4% the Lon to 
be thy Cod: be true to him: let him alone be 
exalted in thy ar be for him, and not for 


| another. 


Now, 0 my God; 3 bleſs thee, for the 1 
; liberty of thy houſe: I bleſs thee for the 
aids of thy. {pirit : the ſhame of my. mil- 


behaviour 1 — to myſelf; but all the 


« praiſe I give to thee. Oh by thy grace 
« help me, as I have received. Chriſt Feſus the 
Lord, ſo to walk in him, that where he is, 
g ＋ his eee rant, ee — * 
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Lord s * 
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. A the Lor 4. 0 my Soul, and all that 7 5 
uithin me bleſs bis holy name : bleſs the © 
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vibneth thee with Toving-kindneſs, and 
tender merctes 4b ali geb thy: mouth with 


| Food things *. How thankful . I to be, 
that the doors of Gop's houſe have been open 
to me, and that I have had the freedom of 


his table whence is this to mne, that I, who 


have long ago deſerved to be ſhut up among 
the ſpirits in priſou, and fed with the bread of 
offiittion, and water of affiiffion, ſhould be 
admitted a gueſt at ſuch a feaſt! A feaſt of 
things, and of wine uon the- lees, well re- 
N fired! his" I ſhould: joe the king in bis plory, 
Artid f# with bim at bis wg who might 
Rave expected eve now to have been baniſh'd 
For ever from his preſence, and have heard 
that killing word, fee my Fact no more! , 
Bleſſed de God, that he let me live to 
der this day; this fu day] chat I was not 
prevented by a Kerri ſtroke, and led 
captive by death into the chambers of that 
bouſe appointed far all living, long before this 
Bleſſed be his name, that I have been 
ſuffered to live no longer in the zegle# of 
ſuch a Tweet and profitable ordinance ! that 
he convinced me of my duty, brought me 
to reſolve, and confirmed my reſolutions : 
ſo that, in ſpite of all the malice of Satan, I 
have given up myſelf to the Lord, and to his 
church, by the will of God*. This is what 
T had delign'd once and again, but - Satan 
hindered. 1 bleſſed be the 1 8 0 4 1 e 


n, 
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un, i he has: hindered no longer! that 
all the mighty baſts. of obje&tions, . ow # had 


muſtered up, could not deter me from my | 
duty; that L <nidhag: in the day Vi = 
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love e, caſe, did not make me baulk a duty, 
ck requires ny and laborious appli- | 
cation, in De for it: that my eager, 
neſs after the avorid did not make me grudge 
the time, which a worthy communicant mult MK 
redeem from his ſecular affairs, for this ſolemn 
ſervice : eſpecially, that my unbelieving 
doubts and ſcruples, fears and; jealoufies, did 
not put me by my duty, under apprenent:- 
ons. of unfitneſs and unworthineſs. 
I Lam alſo bound to praiſe him, for the af- 
fiſtance of his holy ſpirit and grace; that 


my mind was in any meaſure compoſed 5 1 | 
that the deſire of my ſoul was: towards bim, and i 


the remembrance of his name; that I have rea- 

ſon to hope I was ſincere, and acted in the 

Nn of my heart: tho? I muſt bluſh | 
hat I did no better; I muſt bleſs him 


| I did fo well; not I, but the grace of God With : | 


me not unto us, Tad. not unto us! 
But, O my foul, don't let thy gratitude 

be: only in general terms: review the whole 
affair, and be particular in the acknow- 
ledgments. There may be great love ex- 
2 preſſed 1 in circumſtances ſeemingly minute; 
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Jam ende to | bleſs. ny Gov, that by 


. his kind providence he brought me to that 
vuugucting- bouſe, where his banner over me was 


love; that the doors of his ſanctuary were 
| open; that my lot is not caſt in thoſe places, 
Where the ſynagogues of God are deſtroyed, 
his miniſters ariven into corners, and devout 


ſouls forced to gather the heavenly manna, 


their ſpiritual food, with the peril of their 

Hives. Bleſſed Be Go D, that by the favour 
of our governors (whom the Lord bleſs and 
| preſerve ! ) we may aſſemble together, and 
none make us afraid: that he . a ſable 
Wi us in the preſence of our enemies: and if 
the ſons of Belial malign and curſe us, they 
cannot deſtroy us, nay dare not diſturb us. 
_ Bleſſed be Gop they can't inſult us, and ſay, 
where is now your God? we may. now go with 


' the multitude, go to the houſe of God with the 


voice of joy and praiſe, with the multitude that 
keep boly-day *, Bleſſed be his name, that 
we, who can boldly avouch ourſelves to be 
of thoſe that are quiet in the land, are al- 
lowed to enjoy our native rights, and are 


not by the rulers counted urns, of the 
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the recollection of which may afford great 
Ke and en demand.” a grateful reſent- 
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0 muſt alſo praiſe him, that no evil Befel 
me, nor Plague came nigh my dwelling ; which 
might have : ſout me up, tho? the doors of his 


Dy houſe were open; that my houſe was not ſhut 
i up; and a Lord have mercy writ over it: that 
„oe diſeaſe cleaved to me* ; nor were my 
© i ins filled with 4 loathſome diſeaſe* ; which 


would: have confined me to my bed, or 
chamber, and forbid my going up to the 
houſe of the Lord: that the ſecret of God was 
2 upon. my. tabernacle, and no ſore calamity befet 
me, that would Have unhinged my mind, 
and made me uncapable of attending at che 
ordinance, with any compoſu re and devotion. 
Bleſſed be Gop, that I had not occaſion for 
Aaron's. apology, when he had neglected to. 
eat the ſin-offering in the holy place, Sc. 
and Maſes expoſtulated with him upon it: 
ſuch things have b. allen me, and if Thad eaten 
the an, Hering 10-6 , ſhould it have been accepted 
in the fight of the Lord*? Eſpecially would be 
thankful, that Gop did not withdraw his 
ſpirit, unchain "the devil, and let looſe my 
rtuption,, ſo that being overtaken with ſome 
heinou Saul, or haraſ?d with ſome grieyous | 
law pa T thould not haye dar d to ap- 
dach to the Jealous Gov in that holy ordi- 
ay but my place muſt needs have been 
empty, becauſe an accuſing devil, and con- 
demning conſeience, would clamour and. : 
1 * . Flean, ſurely be ts,not c clean?! 


ik 3 2 18 2 x ; 11 85 x \! * N D N 8 . $5 4 1 0 8 | r 1 
S. bus bd $$ 4" LAS 2 4 * CY 2 f *4.% % 2 
a Pſ. xli. 8. e pf xxxviti, 7. Levit. x. 19. 
2 1 Sam, xx. 26. 8 „„ 


; ferings of our Lord ! how 2 


ads Y 58 1 
"Fo Wld allo praiſe” my God, that T was 
not diſappointed by his hand upon the nin; 
Aer, the fteward of Theſe myſteries : that fick- 
neſs or other calamiries di not diſable him 
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bim, according to kis kind promiſe ; chat 
 Chrift Feſus os with bis ſpirit, and gave him 
che tongue of the learned to fpeak a word in ſra- 
ſon. How awfully did he warn us, that we 
thould not preſume to approach without the 
wedding garment] how ſweetly did he encourage 
every devout and willing foul, to tome 
with #oldne/s to the throne of grace, and by 
faith to draw water out of the wells of Jatva- 
tion] how patbetically did he 3 the ſuf- 
ly preſs 
Faith in his blood, and cunfurmity to bis Foy ! 
how paſſionately did he recommend His example, 
and encourage univerſal obedience,-. by 15 
; playing the happineſs: of thoſe that ſerve e and 


i, and Bebel Bis prog ! how e did 
he prq; for the effuſion of the Hely Spirit upon 
every fincere foul! that GD would remember 
u, from the reateſt to the leaſt, cid He 
. love "wobich he ears 10 his dien, and ft vs 
with bis ſalvation ; that never à communi- 
cant at that table might be miſſing at the 
nut band of Chrift another” day! that we 
might all jt down with Abrahatn, Ifazc and 
3 Jacob, in the kingdom of G; and enter into 


That TG. which 1 remains cog the forges of God ! 
xray 


050 % a | 
Bleſſed "0 Gon, FAA his mouth. was not ſhut, 
nor his ſpirit ſtraitned, as a juſt puniſhment 
of my fins ; whereby I have provoked him 
to ala me of thoſe are I have fo 
wretchedly miſimprov'd ! 

I Qmuſt alſo bleſs his name, that he. did © 
not deny his grace, nor <with-bold his ſpirit, 


parations were ſo ſhort, ſo vaſtly below. the 
_ Rtandard of the ſauctuam, and my whole ma- 
nagement ſadly defective, nevertheleſs 1 
hope I did meet with hi, whom my ſoul 
loves: and the kindneſs of my Lord ex- 
ceeded my expectations, as well as my de- 
ſerts. Bleſſed be Gop, it did not 2 With 
me, according to mn preſages of my guilty 
milgiving heart! I expected Killing Jrowns, 
and to my great ſurpriſe was welcam'd with 
reviving ſmiles ; he lifted up the light of his 
_ countenance upon me, ſpoke good and com- 
fortable words to me, and ſent me away 
with mirth, and with Jongs, with tabret,, and 
with barp *. | | 
I Will praiſe him, that he belp'd 11 Abe: 
8 chat, tho* I am of little faith, it was not to 
ſeek, when it ſhould be in exerciſe. I 
would affectionately remember his kindneſs, 
in enabling me to realize invilible things s 
that, when I faw:the elements, I could look 
_ #hro* them to the-leſſed objet? they. were ap- 
Tons to — tho I am apt to be 
9 6 F „* 


— 5 
» < "rs 


n Gen. xxxi. ah | 


when I approach'd his table: altho* my pre- 


ED "16 bo * 
like e Thomas, yet ben (chrough 
my Saviour's adorable condeſcenſion) I was 


not faithleſs, but believing * . He ſo diſ- 
covered himſelf to my ſoul, that I could not 
forbear ſaying, my Lord and. my God! I 


| thought, 1 no more doubted, that Feſus 


Was the Meſſab, him whom" God the Father 


ſealed; than if I had been by, when there 


came ſuch a voice to him from the excellent glory; 


This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 


* pleaſed.” I thought I as firmly believed his 


dying upon the croſs for my ſins, as tho' I 


had been preſent at the awful ſpectacle ; as. 
tho' I had ſtood by with the Zlefſed virgin, 


and the beloved diſciple *. I ſaw by faith his 


. body broken, and his blood flow; what in- 


ward agonies his countenance expreſſed, 


when he cried: out, My God, my God, why 
© baſh thou forſaken me?” And 2 how glo- 
rious a mixture of majeſty, love, and ſor- 
row he look d; when, having ſaid, It is fi. 
niſbed, be bowed his bead, and gave pu the 


et 


I was enabled, without any Fa den, to 
believe, that as he died, ſo he roſe again, 
5 according to the ſcriptures : that, tho he % 
Atadbh be 15 alive, and lives for evermore. I Was 
r in my own mind, a witneſs of his af- 
on; doubting no more of it, than if 
- had en e 10 ee en when 
A 


{ *. 


* 


1 Cor. xv. 4. Fe n Narr 00, =” 
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T 6 1 * 
be was ; taken up, and a cloud received bim out oy 
their fight . I was as firmly perſuaded of his 
fitting at the right hand of God, there pleading 
the cauſe, and managing the affairs of his 
church; as if my eyes bad ſeen the king in bis 
res and the land which 7s afar off *. Fs ea = 
:H , I thought, look for his ſecond ap- 
pearance (which is to be without ſin unto RL | 
vation) with as much confidence, as if I had 
heard the two angels ſay, why ſtand ye here 
gazing up into heaven ! this ſame Feſus which i: 
taken up from you into heaven, foall come in like 
Manner as ye have ſeen him go up into heaven 4. 
Vea, bleſſed be God, I was enabled to I 
believe in this Feſus, as my Saviour. I was: 
encouraged to ſay, this body. was broken for 
me; this blood was ſhed for me: the, Son of 
God loved me, and gave himſelf for me, And 
tho' I had a deep ſenſe of my own unworthi- 
neſs, and had manifold iniquities and 
mighty fins to mourn over; yet (praiſed be 
his name). I was borne. above my uſual fears 
and ſcruples, and by a holy VE 5, 
it were, obliged to believe in hope; tho 4 & 
gainſt:hope*. I ſaw myſelf vile and baſe | as 
. one of the worſt and chief of ſinners: 
and yet I durſt not deſparr, becauſe T 3 
that word ſet home, the blood of Chrift clean- 
es from all fun. My dear Lord ſeem'd to 
fel, and fay, Be — e cheer, be not afraid. 
Ik 


. A, 1 9. „ fat. Xii. 2M 4 Adds. 1. 7 
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it is 1*. Come unto me, ye that are weary wad: 
heavy laden*: and him that cometh unto me I will 
in no wiſe caſt out. deve r el him 
Fake Yhe water of tife freely *. © 
Indeed my unbelieving heart was ready 
: to ſay, How can theſe things be ? can ſuch a 
worm be the object of everlaſting love ? 
Can ſuch a vile polldted wretch nd re- 
lation to, and intereſt in the holy Jeſus, and 
ect admiſſion into his holy hill? I was 
like Jacob, when he heard the news of Jo- 
ſepb's being alive, the Lord of Egypt; bis 
heart fainted, for he believed them not But 
my ſpirit was revived, when my Lord 
* ſhewed me the proviſions he had made for 
my going to poſſeſs the kingdom: And 
when I was helpe d to confider, that nothing 
is too great to Ho expected from infinite 
mercy, chro' infinite merits; bleſſed be 
Bop, I could cry out, Lord, 7 vs, help 
- Yhou mine unbelief. © 
I muſt alfo adore and blefs him, that bi 
dove was ſbed abroad in my heart”, in a degree 
beyond what I could have expected; conſi- 
gering what a rock of ice, what a ſtupid, 
© ſenſeleſs ching this heart is. I bebeld my 
x Lord's Zlery, and could ſcarce forbear cry- 
ing our aloud ; this is my friend, this #4 
: Bench, 0 Fd Jaghters of N 2 


ET 7 John vi. 
Gen. * * 


ſome of the many omiſſions and commiſ- 


out of Rleep; to take up more firm and Ready 
kreſolutions of better obedience ? ſure the 
me we pet _ fu Mer to have acted ſo unwor- 


3 — en IT 
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thought; I ſaw him, as the uc deſeribes I 
him ; and could 


join in that accla- 
mation, Ma, be is altugether louely. Oh how _ 


did I with for nearer acceſs to him; and 


cleater views of him! - My foul did thirſt for 
God, for the living God: yen, as the hart pant- 


_ eth after #b2 Toater-brooks, fo. aud my ſoul pant 


2 tor Amn *, I could have been even willing 


to have died in an edſtaſy of love, that 1 
might net have loſt e t pes glori- 


ous an Object to all eternity. 
Oh how did the tokens of his experifive 


love affect my ſoul, and fill me with grati- | 
tude! 1 thought, I could have died a eu- 

ſand deaths for him, who loved me and guur 
Vimſelf for me. And Oh may I never forget, 


how aſharf'd and -confounded I was then, 7 


to think of the ſins and miſcarriages of my 
paſt life; when I calFd to remembrance 


ſions, that are upon record in my conſcience, | 


ho Aid my heart ſmite me? Oh, thought I, 
i this iy kindneſs to-thy: friend! doft thou bus 


requit te-the Lord. O fholiſb creature, and untniſe! I 


_ are theſe ſuitable returns to fuch amazing 
_ "love? for which of his good works has he 
been thus treated, ſo neglected, ſo affronted 


by thee ? is it not hig nme for me to awake 


** 


TS) 


| thy of a chriſtian, and of a nan; yea to bn 
debaſed my ſelf below the beafts that periſpop. 
for the ox knows his axons — the 'afs bis ma- 


fer's crib®. 5 153% 


Therefore 1 offer aſs: my Glow: thanks, 
; giving to Gop, that he has by his ſpirit and 


ce enabled me thus to Believe and love; 


to repent and reſolve. It is he has word in 
me both to will and do; and bis ſhall be the 


praiſe : elſe it had been with me as at other 
times, when to my ſhame I muſt own I went | 


to the table dull, and return'd ſtupid; I went 


Atjelted, and return'd diſcanſolats; when the 
Whole of my performance was meer bodily 
erxxerciſe, which] found profited nothing. I tt : 

aſcribe it to his grace, that it was better 


with me than uſual; for, let others pretend 
what they will, for my part I find that I am 


mot ſufficient of my ſelf to any thing ſpiritually 


good: + in ns e 155 2 "I Nase, Kl no goed | 


0 ez 0 my [Gan accept my el -. 
S acknowledgments: let me keep a ſenſe 


© of. thy love ever freſh upon my ſoul: and 


o eſpecially help me to Walk 2worthy of my 
«profeſſion. and Privileges; let me never 
© tread under foot the. Son of Cod, nor count 
5. the- blood of the. covenant, herewith I am 


6 Jandtify'd, .anunboly thing "./ 1 For Jeſus | 
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When the Ordinance Ke not aufer; 4 ex- 
peRation. 5 
T. Ha ave” Hae at the table of my. "Ranks 3 
where he uſes to meet and bleſs his 
— I went with raiſed hopes that (tho? 
infinitely unworthy) I ſhould have: commu- 
nion wth the N and his Son Feſus Chriſt * 
that I ſhould be richly entertained, and re- 
turn rejoicing: but alas how ſadly, am I diſ- 
appointed ! I came to the pits and found no 
water! I am return d with my veſſels empty! I _ 
am aſhamed and confounded | I had prepared 1 
a ſong ef praiſe, and thought to have cloſed 
the feſtival with Hoſanna's to the Son of David: 
but woe is me, I am forced to hang my harp 
upon the ee My feaſt is turn'd into mourn- 
ing, and my ſongs into lamentation, and the end 
thereof as a bitter day. My mind was dark, 
my heart hard, my 3 confuſed, my 
affections diſorder-d, my ſoul and all with- 
in me utterly out of Ge, I could: neither 
believe, nor repent,” nor hope, nor love, 
nor do any thing as 1 ought to do. I tried 
and ftruggled with my ſelf in vain... I was + 
as it were fetter'd, pinion'd and becalm'd, © 
and my very heart allecp. In the mean 
time my enemies were lively * ; the devil buſy, 
and the world importunate; yea, ten thou- 
= trifles — and diſtracting me. 


O wretched I 


4 John i. $5 Jer. XIV. 3. i Amos viii. 10. 
k Pal. xxxviii. 8 * | | 


— 
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O wretched man . I am'! When I 
| ould have been beſt, I was worſt! Ven 
 T would do good, evil is preſent with nen] J even 
 _ tremble to think, what a gueſt I was at 
that holy table; and cannot but wonder that 
the maſter of the feaſt did not ſingle me 
_ out and ſay, Friend, how camęſt thou in hither ? 
_ that he did not ſay to his ſervants, Bind hin 


| hand and foot, and take bim away, and caſt him 


into outer darkneſs". Iam amazed at the patience 
of Gop, that he could bear with ſuch tri- 
ling, and did not awaken my drowſy ſoul 
by ſome terrible judgment; that, ſeeing the 


_ threatning affected me no more, he did not 


try what the execution would do, according 
to that of the apoſtle; for this cauſe many 

Joo and ſickly among you, and many lep 
I adore the divine patience, and will not 

deſpair of forgiveneſs thro? the blood of 


Jeſus: But I cannot forgive my ſelf; and am 


even out of all patience, when I conſider how 
I have been, and how unaccountably 
I have managed. I could wiſh the ſevereſt 


. _ ovidence had detain'd me; that any thing, 
fin, had prevented me from prophaning 
„ fach' an ordinance, contracting ſo .much 


| guilt, incurring ſuch danger, and creating 

my ſelf ſo much ſorrow. —But alas! tis in 
Tos and perhaps znlawful ſo to wiſh. 
Come then, O my ſoul, inſtead of ſpend- 


ws time in fruitleſs lamentations, conſider 

55 „„ ſeriouſly 

| Rom. vii. . = Ver. 21. An xxil. 
12, 13. Cor. ix. $9... e 
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2 of aer 4 nad e to ee ; 
ſo ſad a diſappointment (. poſlible ) to ſome 
ood. purpoſe. 
Gad be merciful to me a ſimer! 131 
* ledge my iniquity, and deſire to take to 
my ſelf that ſhame which is my due: 
Against thee, O Lord, have I Ainned, and 
< thou mult be juſtify'd when thou ſpeakeſt, and 
* be clear when ibo judęeſt o. There was 
nothing wanting on thy part; all, things 
* were ready: I found a table Great, 110 
cup flowing. The Miniſter perform'd his 
Part faithfully and devoutly and it was 
| £1.00 en eum fault, that it was not a ſweet 
and edifying ordinance to me, as well as 
others. It was my own ſloth, or pride, 
or unbelief, ſomething or other in my ſelf, 
that provoked thy 9 8 to withdraw, 
and cauſed, the to deny that grace, with: 
out which I can do ee g. I humbly 
confeſs, and heartily lament my walking 
« unſuitably to the vows I formerly made, 
2 and the favours which I have Nee <=. | 
© received. I have at this table ſcarn and 
„ not Perform d; had peace ſpoken, and yet 
relarn 'd agein infor 5 enjoy d ſweet com- 
munion with thee, and yet forgotten, ne- 
* glected, and provolꝰd thee: and therefore 
9 ne puniſhed, in my beloved q witb- 
5952 F drawing 
1 ? Pfal. li. 4. N 5 Mags, . hy 


es 
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could not find bim, and when I called him, be 


*" pave me no-anſwer *-: I will therefore aſcribe 
a "righteouſneſs to my maker, I will abbor my ſelf, 
1 and repent in duſt and aſhes. Lord, forgive 
me, that my preparations were ſo Night, 
my ſelf-examination ſo ſuperficial, my me- 
ditations ſo looſe, my prayers ſo cold, and 
my pains in the whole ſo little: pardon 
me, if I omitted preparatory duties, or 2 
too great ſtreſs upon them; if oth pr 

vail'q with me to neglect them, or wide 
to truſt in them: forgive me, if by eager- 
neſs in worldly buſineſs, exceſſive indul- 


gence of the fleſh, in meat or drink, 


ſieep, or needleſs recreations, by intempe- 
rate paſſion, or imprudent ordering of af- 
fairs, I not only prove d my Gop, but ac- 
; _ indiſpoſed my ſelf for the holy ſolem- 


: or, if J have been guilty of any fin, 


AE I ha*n't duly repented of; if I live in 
the neglect of any known duty, or under 
the power of any unmortify d luſt; few 


me, I beſeech thee, berefore thou contendeſt 


© with me; humble me deeply, waſh me 
throughly, and pardon me freely, for 


* Jeſus ſake. Amen. 


But, O my. ſoul, tho! W 1 be ſo great 


. on: for homillation" -and ſelf-abaſement, 
J muſt not be Urne ee nor re. 


1725 sol Son. v. 6. 


| 11 10 be comforted. 


the muſt 41 5 chat my Met has been nit 
4 


$ # 17 , a 
oh; 


with * and that I have not wilfully pies, 


, fations ; W as wind and-rain, 155 
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varicated and trifled with him; therefore ſe- 
veral circumſtances may be conſider d, to 
check my fears and mitigate my ſorrows, |. 
* do not ſerve a hard maſter: a kind and ; 
ious; Gop can make allowances for that 
indiſpoſition; which may ariſe from melan- 
choly, or other bodily diforders ; from ex- 
traordinary afflictions, violent temptations, 
Sc. He conſiders our frame, and knows that 
we are but duſt, and does not expect the 


| ſame from frail mortals as he does from the 
Angelo in heaven, and the ſpirits. of juſt. men 


made perfect. That kind expreſſion of my 


| Lord, the ſpirit indeed is willing, but the #elb ; 
is weak *, may be uſed to comfort real hum- 


ble chilies; tho it be often abuſed to 


barden the Nlothful and. preſu mptuous for- 


malift. 
Let me * enter that 1 muſt not 1 


ways conclude: an ordinance loft, where the 
 affettions have not been raiſed. There may be 
real communion with Gop, where there i is not 
a ſenſible delight; the ſacrament 15 be bleſs'd 
to promote humility, and real holines.: tho? 
I have wanted ſenſible meltings, and deſired 
manifeſtations; yea, it is very poſſible: theſe 
may be with-held on a wiſe deſign, to carr 
on the work of Gon in my un, ſou 


which ſeems. to require a Dera - of diſpen- 


fand dark- 
are in their PRES Sof es equally ne- 
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ceſſary to che brd, «nsicalm Ana Rinthine: 
Hereby, it may be; Gov is teaching me 

to liot move by faith; upon the righteouſneſs 
and fulneſs of Jeſus; to diſtruſt n ſelf more, 

and cenſure others eſs; to be more warchful, 
| bumble, charitable and com paſſionate than ever. 
I may ſee cauſe to bleſs G On hereafter for 
what is ſo grievous now. I ſhall never for- 
get that ſaying of my Lord to Peter; it what 

c do thon wer. not . but thou ſhalt 
er nb 24 - 

- Beſides, I Fos wender chat 1 cannot 
erben judge of the 'benefit of an ordinance. 

That which is Jeton in tears may be reap' d 

dich Joy ; tho? at preſent there be but ſmall 

1 of i it: be ſpiritual medicine may 
gradually then conſtitution: 4 ' tho” it 
on't operate ſenſi 2s drove an imme. 
diate cure. 
owever, I have 


he don't at preſent ſmile upon me and BY: 
ell tome, good and faithful ſervant” 


And after all; *cis ſomie comfort to think 


char others have perforn'd more acceptubly, and 


met with jey and peace in 'beheving. " And 1 


| thank Gov for this ſign of grace, that I 
can rejoice in others being beter, and more 
favon''d than my elf. 

But be things as bad as a geit coni- 
ence, and an accuſing” enemy 
3 that 1 have bad 


6 ov y U6ling” my thy, | 
and 885 wy accept my honeſt intentions; tho? 


5 we 710 
grace to bemoan my elf, lament my folly, 
and cry to Gor for mercy, thro that blood, 
1 50" can attone even for the heinous ſin - 


holy thing. 
And now it remains, Es I 1 WR 
ouſly, in a better ſtrength than my own, to, 
) manage better for the time to conie. - And 
a till an opportunity offers to make a freſh ef- 
ö fort, let me walk humbly under a deep 
8 ſenſe of my ſin; let me — more ſtrict and 
circumſpect in my whole converſation, and 
live every day under the awe. of thoſe vows 
of God which are upon me. In an eſpecial 
manner let me be careful to keep my ſelf from 
mint 1 : that ſin to which by my conſti- 
tution, buſineſs, Sc. J am molt inclined, and 
with which I am moſt frequently overtaken, 
Let me be peculiarly careful to perform | 
thoſe duties, to which I find a corrupt heart 
moſt averſe. This will be the beſt. v way to 
retrieve the loſs I have ſuſtain d. Gop for- 
bid, that I ſhould encourage my {elf in fu- 
ture neglects by any conſiderations whatſo» 
ever: yet I muſt believe, that h remembers | 


of having interpretatively counted it an un- 


Chriſt in the Sacrament to the beſt purpoſe, 


who, under the ſenſe of what he a. there 

profeſs'd and promiſed, lives bet after it; 

being well aſſured that a holy converſation, 

upon goſpel principles and motives, is a bet- 
ter evidence of worthy receiving, than all the 

tranſports and ecſtaſies imaginable. I would 
not 


1 ru win 23. 


| ſeaſons; and by freq 
on earth, be fitted for better company 


in a better world; when I ſhall it down 
4 with Abraham, Tſaac and Facob, in the King- | 


* 9 "__ þ "4 72 > 
not be fatisfy'd without being affetted ; bus 
furely the principal thing is by ſo apt'a means 
to be improv d and better d; to grow in grace 


Anu in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
7 Feſus Chrif = 


Therefore 1 muſt make it my eit and 


daily prayer, that Gop would 5% his ordi- 
nance to this great end; or elſe my labour 
| wilt be loſt, and my expectations fruſtrate. 


And Oh! that he would vouchſafe his 


F bletling accordingly ! grant, that I may ne- 


ver forget the engagements I am under; 
— upon every occaſion remember that I am 
à Chriſtian, and have ſolemnly own'd Chriſt; 
that this thought may be a reſtraint from 


and a ſpur to duty; an antidote againſt all 


I the poiſonous /uggeſtions of the grand enemy 
of ſouls; a preſervative from the #// date 


of thoſe children of diſobedience, in whom be 


works; and a cordial under all the Zroubles 
and 222 of this mortal life. May . 
find fo great benefit by thus waiting u 

| - Gob, that I may long for the return of ch 


uent communion with ſaints 


dow of Cod; yea be with Chriſt where be is, 


and bebold his Rory; eee, e 
* 1 122155 5 We FT] 
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The chriftian's iy abr the 
: facrament of the Lord Is 
825 be be. 


The Ixraebve rien. 


8 > {HAT the ſacrament 7 the 3 * 
upper is a ſtanding ordinance. in 
the chriſtian church, I ſhall now 
rake for granted; my concern not being 
at preſent with fuch, ; as call it in gueſtzon. I am 


pphying my ſelf to thoſe, who have, wih 


conſcience towards Gop, attended upon the 
ſolemnity, and are deſirous that all the 2 
great ends of it may. be anſwer'd; the ſum 
of which is the honour of Cob, and the edifi- 
cation of aur omn ſouls. This is what every 
ous perſon, propoſes before his actual par- 
icipation, and is obliged to purſue after it. 
atory duties mum have written; 
apt I have 72 my mite into the common 
treaſury. roper behaviour after the 
facriment, 1 woll d ſay ſomething by it ſelf: 


not as tho it were a ſubject untouchd; but as 


it may be conſidered without ſo wake inter- 
wich the performances of others; ĩt 


* „ 


1 
1 Th 1 : 
3 - & 
% 
” 


. « 75 » 
not | having. been ſo profe Healy and 4401585 

treated of, as thoſe previous diſpoſitions, 
which ought te to be made in order to our be- 
ing worthy communicants. And beſides, 1 
engage in this ſervice with a particular view, 
hoping to make an advantageous repreſen- 
tation of this plain and important truth; 


that the right improvement of one communion, 
i the beſt preparation for anotner. 


Partaking of the Lord's ſupper is one of 


thoſe, which divines call inſtrumental, duties; 


ſuch are all parts of external worſhip,.,—Not 


that they are merely ſo; for they are u em 


ed to expreſs our duty to Gop, and in them 
we Pay a homage to our ſupreme Lord. So 
in eating and drinking the conſecrated ele- 


ments, we remember Chriſt, and fhew forth 


bis death,” and therein do homage to 2 


who is exalted and made Lord of all: 


SSH thite Jef 15 Lt, 10 be gbr of Gov 


the Father*.—Nor are they, properly ſpeak- 
ing, principally ſo; for, tho in our chief end, 


complexly conſt idered, the 2 of Gop and 


our own ſalvation are inſeparable ; yet the for- 
| mer is in ſtrict propriety our ultimate end, and 
What is of prior conſideration to the nber. 


But they are #ruly ſo, being deſign'd as 


F means to anſwer this great end, that we 
may be made meet to be partakers of the 3 52 


tance of the aims 1 in light*. Particularly 
Lord's * is, 6 all forts 2 rin h 


K Writers, 


7 ; o” 5 1 
. — * by ? + "Th 7 7 of 


takers of Chriſts body and blood. to their ſpiri- 


tual nouriſhment and growth in grace, ſays one 


© Catechiſm: our ſouls are frengthened and re- 
freſhed by the body and blood of Chriſt, as our ba- 
dies are by. bread and wine, ſays another. 


Now that this end may be anſwered, al 3 


| muſt take diligent heed to our ſelves after 
the ſolemnity is over,” as well as prepare 


carefully before, and attend cloſely. at che 


1 Kaen enen: For conſiderr 
1. The facrament does not operate W 
che manner of an amulet, or charm ; which 
are ſaid to effect cures or preſerve from dan- 


gers by the mere external application; and 


that even in the caſe of infants and idiots, 4 
who know nothing of the matter: nor in a 


natural way; as medicines rightly prepared 


and adminiſtered do really heal diſeaſes, 


whether there be any attention of mind to 
the operation or not. The effect of ſacta- 


ments is not ex opere operato, (as the popiſh 


ſchoolmen barbarouſly expreſs an abſurd or f 


unintelligible notion.) No man can be ſo 


weak as to ſuppoſe that the ſoul can receive 


any moral benefit from the mere eating of 
bread and wine; for they are (as Mr. 


ines obſerves*) incommenſurate and improper to 


the ſeul; and "the body may be more cafily fed 


ul air, more the ſoul with bread and wing. 


= E 3ͤöXæ:n?n? 
£ Aſſembly's. Church - a a p. 4. 1 


— 


e repreſented as conducing to bs 4 
end. . orthy receivers are by faith made par- 


2. The operation 
way of moral inſtrumentality. It is a — 1 


. ; if we oed ths elements to be 
turned into, or contain under them the real 
- body and blood of Chriſt ; for that is the 


ſenſe (or meaning at leaſt) of theſe | two 


hard words Tranfubtantiation and Conſubſtunti- 
aon, which (as the forementioned author 
obſerves * ) have bred more jars, and coft more 
blood, fince they were born (and neither” of them 
are ſix bunared years old) than can be well ima- 


gin d: I fay, if the bread and wine were in 


a corporal manner Chriſt's fleſh and blood, 
the mere taking them into the body could 
not anſwer any ſpiritual ſaving purpoſes : for 


dus our, Saviour himſelf dy 1th 2. be Joſs mo 


nothing *. * 165 
peratiof * * werament is by 


appointed by Gop for our edification, and a 


| Ta! "Pt and proper for that 1 — 4 


nder whatever view we conſider it, as 


memorial, an expreſſion of gratitude, aq 


- obligation, bath, or vow ; it has a tenden- 
ey to promote the divine life, and is to be 
improved accordingly; and the ſucceſs de- 


Pends upon our attending to it, with ſeri- 
Ous and diligent application, under the in- 


fuences of Gop's holy ſpirit, whoſe bleſſing 
may be be ao 1 875 his own ioftirutions. 


. b 
4.4 bevefore, after the cranſaltion | is over, 


we muſt take W to 6 leſt We or | 
= | ke the 


F . 8. 5 5 John v vi. . v. \ Whith ad toc: 8 


% 


and in the k 


* 


400 


* dib eh dds aureus Wis We ate 


not to ſuppoſe, that - —— N re- 
ceived the elements (how ftrong/ foever 
our faith and hope and love were at that 
time) our concern is over, when the ordli- 
nance is ended. Tis true, ſome ends art 
anſwered as ſoon as che ceremony is finiſh- | 
ed, viz. the ſolemn renewing of our baptiſ- 


mal covenant, the open profeſſion of Chriſt, 


or ſhewing forth his death, and every thing 

3 be called doing our bomage (as far as 
it is ſo); theſe ends, I ſay, are anſwered 

by worthy receivers, [before they return 


from the ſolemnity. But as it is an inſtru- 
mental duty, they have then only laid a freſh 


foundation” for further work, -- by- putting 
themſelves under ſtrong engagements and 
receiving great encouragements; and their 

— muſt be to build e 
Rureof dae ms pure 7449 
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5 reviewing « our behaviour at. the Ort. 


Nance... 55 


IN om Fo to _ ends of the eee 1 | 
: anſwered. in our advancing in goodneſs; 
= in the apoſtle's words, growing. in grace, 
nowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jaa Chrift Ie. appears requiſite, that we 
E 4 Ln _ ſhould 


h 2 Per. ili. ati, 


5 5 1 80 J- 
| Hhould: take the firſt proper opportunity to 
review our behaviour. It is our duty to ex- 
| Lac our ſelves before che participation, if we 
would be worthy receivers ; and. after it, if 
we would atk worthily., It may be proper 
to call our ſelves to account, whether we 
5 allowed ſuch a proportion of time, as our 
| circumſtances would admit, to ſearch our 
hearts, and try our ways, to humble our 
ſouls, and conteſs our ſins, and cry for mer- 
cy to ſtrengthen our faith, confirm our 
hope, and inflame our love to G0 and 
Chriſt, and one another; to form reſoluti- 
ons, to. ſettle rules for our future conduct, 
Sc and whether the time we ſeparated to 
theſe. purpoſes. Was faithfully. imploy'd ac- 
- cording. to the delign z/;and; what: the iſſue 
l it was ; Whether we went forth to the 
houſe of God with a ſeriouſneſs of ſpirit; and 
had our minds impreſs d with ſuch th Rovghts 
| AS were proper for the occaſion. ._. 
But ef pecially we ſhould recollect the 
manner of our behaviour at- the ſolemnity ; 
whether an awe of Gop fell upon us, when 
we adldreſſed our ſelves to the ſervice : at 
leaſt, whether we endeavour d to ſet the 
Lord before us, and conſider'd, that all 
things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him 
with whom - We: have to do 77 that the ſecrets 
-of our hearts are as full in his view, as the 


Vir of oF eee e e 2 our 


Heb. iv. 13. 2 * 7 


wind as much within his obſervation, as the 
poſture of our Bodies: that the omnipreſent, . | 
ominiſcient Gop is alſo a jealous one; and 
that, as he cannot be deceiv'd, he will not be 
mocked; as he cannot be impoſed upon, he 


6 8 


will not be trifled with; that he requires the 
heart, and will accept of nothing without 


it; and that nothing external, how labo- 
rious or expenſive ſoever, ſhall be admitted 


as equivalent to a ſerious devotion of ſpirit: 
that humble geſtures, covered faces, uplift- 


ed eyes, heaving breaſts, and forced tears, 


are nothing (or worſe) without that in- 


ward erm ach Which ny” are defign'd Tg 
ex 


Whether we left the „ behind us, | 


whiew! we went up to worſhip ; at leaſt en- 
deavour'd to bar our hearts againſt the in- 


truſion of every thing foreign and imperti- 


nent to the purpoſe before us; eſpecially. 


guarding. againſt ſinful imaginations, and 
the workings of a vain, proud, ſenſual, n 
vetous,! and revengeful ſprit. 
Whether we had our hearts in ſome good 

fure fix d and attentive to the impor- 


tant buſineſs we were engaged in; and ſet 
ourſelves to check their unſeaſonable wan 


dring 


$ and improper excurſions. If we did 
(in the old ſacriſical phraſe) hoc agere,. mind 
what we were about; or, according to the 


eccleſiaſtical formula, furſum corda, lift up 
Hur hearts in the ſervice. 


Wig. | Whether 
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HWiiether we were ſuitably affected with 
what we faw arid heard, 234 were duly im- 
Preſs'd with the various thoughts which 
pafs d through our minds. Whether our 
faith was in vigorous exerciſe, and we found 
ourſelves firmly perſuaded of the truth of 
thoſe things, which were repreſented or 
ſhewed forth to us in the ordinance; parti - 


_ cularly, that C died for our ſins, according 


zo the ſcriptures *, ſhewing forth Chriſt's 
death being one great end of the inſtitution. 
Whether, while we muſed, the fre burned : If 
our hearts Burned within us, while we beheld 
the memorial of his broken body, and the 
repreſentation of that blood, which was ſhed 
for the remiſſion of our firs.” If it excited 


our love to him, When we beheld how he 


loved us. Whether we mourned over him 
whom our fins had pierced; loath*d our- 


| ſelves for our abominations; with'd we had 
been ſuffering any thing, rather than ſin- 
ning againſt Gop.; and reſolved by his 


race, that we would be at an eternal de- 
hance with that accurſed thing which cre- 
d this' tragedy. Whether we heartily 


| zctepted Chriſt to the ends for which God ex- 


alted him, namely, 0 be 4 prince and a ſovi- 
our, t6 give repentance and forgiveneſs of Ans, 
and vo d in a hetter ſtrengthᷣ than our.own, 
that we would follow kim wherever he 
ſhould lead us, — £9 Ora ©: ee a 
| J SF 000 37 


1 As v. 31, a 


k 1 Cor. xv. 3. ; 


OF | ( 8 3 3 

ſend us. Whether we heartily ren d our- 
ſelves to the conduct of divine providence, 
proteſting that we would take every thing 
kindly, which our Lord ſhould order as to 
our circumſtances in life; and be ready to 
die and go hence when he ſhould call us ; 
and that in the mean time our whole A , 
ſoul and body, all our powers; poſſeſſions and 
intereſts, to the utmoſt extent of our influ- 
ence; ſhould. be at his ſervice, and devo- 
ted to his glory. Whether we entertain: d 
a comfortable Hope of mercy, and could in 
any good meaſure rejoice in the hope of the 
glory of God. In a word, whether we ex- 
perienced the workings of. gratitude to Gop. 
tor his ineſtimable love; and of a right and 
chatitabis ſpirit towards even ſtrangers and 
enemies, but - eſpecially. towards all the” | 
— If -faith,.,wherever catter d, and 
however diſt 3 all fuch, of Shar 
party. or denomination ſoever, as. love our 
Ford. Faſas Chriſt in ſincerity ®. ;,. and ſo have 
r ene ee et 
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| Gnerning as duty; 3 90 3 | 


on dee fend, our attendance bas been, in 
dle main, regung. 


4 "LY — 8 f 
tbe 4 44 * 1 


Yight, and our conduct ſuch; as a well-in 
ſtructed conſeience approves, in the general, 


and with Proper allowances, our A 8 


to be as follows; A 2009 enen. 
1. We muſt 3% Gon. 1Surely-chriſtians 


need not be reaſonꝰd With to make them 
ſenſible, that every god gift, and every per fut 
ft is from G08 3 and chat he workeeh in 
us both to weill and to dos chat it is true as to 
the fpiritical,” as well as natural tife,. chat in 


him doc live and move, and bis: are all our u 


The habits of grace are from him, and the ; 
everci/e-of them are under his direction and i 


influence. This we confeſs. in our 


and ſhould alſo on in our praiſes: for no- 
ching can be more unaccountable than to 

expect from God, and aſcribe to ſelf. If 
he gave the holy ſpirit at our aſking, is he 

not to be praifed by ſuch as receive it? He 


has not been under the influences of the di- 


| vine ſpirit at the Lord's. Tagged mo. is not 


ady r Bleſſed br V6 
2 James 1 17. „ e ii. 13. 15 3 -— * 


* 


F by Goes diellng we Gndireaton'n 10 
conclude, that ONE behaviour has been 


— Sr 


[ 8 % 3 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who. hath. Bleſſed us 
with ſpiritual bleſſings, &c.*. He, whoſe heart 
has been fixed, willing and give praiſe. The 
words of David, upon another ſolemn occa- 
ſion, are very proper upon this; not there- 
fore, our God, we: thank, thee, and praiſe thy 
2s name. But who: am I, and what is my 


people; that we ſoould be able to of f ily 


after this ſurt? 

To quicken our . thankfulveſs, we may da 
well to call to mind, if it have not often been 
otherwiſe with us; ſuch of us eſpecially as 
have been communicants many years, who 
have been long planted in the houſe of the Lord, 
and appear d to flouriſb in the courts-of our Cod, 
was well remember the different ſeaſons 

have paſſed over us. We have often- 
times been diſappointed in our expectations. 
We mene out. full of hopes, and re- 
fam to app y to our r ſelves in a ſpiritual ſenſe | 
that of the prophet; they returned with their 
veſſels amply, tho were denortty and cover d 
their Beads bs Ni 1 7 pork 935 $þ 71 N 
Thro' the! prevalence. of a u heart ” 
belief; the importunate ſolicitations of the 


world, and the ſuggeſtions: of our indefati- 


— adverſary, Ne not often happened to us, 
gungty man areameth, and bebold becat- 


= but be awaketh, and bis ſoul 6 onghyd ar, 
| as:when'a. 0 Man. MIC; „ and behold he 
7 drinketh 3 


e eee lets, 


5 K* 86 * 
Ayintethᷣ; but he otbuberb, and bebold be is faint, 
and his ſoul bath appetite * ? The bread we ex- 
pected has been as a fone ;" our wine mix'd 
with Wajery yea, that which "ſhould have 
been a <p. of bleſſing, has been like that 
which they offered our Saviour, and he would 
not drink, viuegar mingled with gallu. This 
thought ſhould warm our hearts into thank- 
ful acknowledgments, if we have fat under 
his ſhadow *vith great delight, and bis fruit has 
been ſweet to our taſte: if We have taſted and 
ſcen that The. Lord is pracious : if in the holy 
ordinance Gop' has remembred us, with 7% 
bob tubiebb he bears to his bin, and viſited us 
will bis ſalvation. In a word, we ſhould 
eonclude our review, as we did the /olemmity it- 
elf, with a hymn of praiſe, an hallelujah, 
in ſueh words as the falmiſt uſes Bigſs tbe 
Lord, O my Gul, and all thut bn: norte 
Bis boly name Wefs the Tord, O my foul, and 
JO not all bis benefits*. mand eee 
228. We muſt pray and endeavour, that the 
'F Imprefions we have received may abide that 
they may not be as the ere und early 
dew, which goeth away; like a ſmall ſhower, 
which fprinkleth' the thirſty earth, and dry- 
ing away in a little while, - leaves the - graſs 
more parched than it was before. Such a 
requeſt Duvid added to his (thankfpivings 
aforementioned; Oe er this 8 the 
n imagi- 
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"4 ” x WA J 
inagination of the thaugbts of the beart of - thy 

le, pare (or, as it is in the margin, 
= may 7 5” Ap read, ſtabliſo) their bearts 
unto thee* We ſhould earneſtly beſeech - 
Gop, that we may bear in mind what paſs d 
at the awful ſolemnity that what we Jaw, : 
and felt, and . hs and vow'd, may not 
be forgotten, or remembred as waters that 

away; but may poſſeſs our ſouls, and be 
as wail faſtened by, the maſters of aſſemblies ? : 
that as Gop /atisfy'd our mouth with good 


things, when he made unto his people @ feaſt | 


of fat things, a. feaſt of wine on the less, of fai 
[la full of marrow, f wine: on the lees well. 


| refined*, we may not ſoon loſe the reliſh af 
' thoſe royal dainties, which his table yielded, 
as Pt Haelites could long retain 


the ſavour of che Hehe of Egypt, and 
remember d he fiſh they did eat in Egypt freely, 
the cucumbers and melons, and the leeks and the 
onions and the garlick; and ſhall not the 
Iſrael of Gon, the true circumciſion, re- 
member the heavenly manna, they. taſted 
at that table which. Be ſpread for them in 


the wilderneſs? Let us not 3 forget with 
what peculiar ſatisfaction we fed on him, 


whoſe fleſh is meat indeed, and whoſe blood is 
drink indeed: for this purpoſe let us bow our 


| om tn 85 e of our Lord Teſs _ 


"I. 58 
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ge to our prayers we muſt join anſwera- 

i Mee? otherwiſe we mock Gov, and 
Gene our ſelves: We muſt guard againſt 
very thing which tends to wear off the in- 
Pee on have received, or leſſen their 
force. Whatever care we take (ſuch is the 
frailty of ur nature) the glory which we 
 faw, and the ſweetneſs which we' taſted, 
while the Ring fat at bis table, will abate in a 
eat proportion: and for this reaſon 
Gob Ras mereifu ully provided for the renew- 
ing of our agreeable and uſeful ſenſations, 
che frequent return of the day of our 
feſtival ſolemnities: however, it concerns us 
to watch 3 every thing, that may ob- 
Iiterate 15 impteſſions, Which the ſight of 


| 1 efus, and the believing views of 
TT glorified : ard ert to 5. reve ala" one, left 8 
upon s 1 9 DS 3 MR PAS INDO PIs; 16 IF CY 
19 een ty „ We muſt Wl aoainft « every 
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9 Ar 1y one wilful, eſpecially groſs 


2 will efface the deepeſt and ſtrongeſt 
preffions, Which the ordinance has made : 

the cafe will be, as When a man has been 
taking a great deal -of Pains to kindle ll- 
Uiſpoſed" materials ipto à flame, and then 
throws water upon it enen he has done; 
His labour is loſt, and the work grows more 
difficult. By wilful fin the ſpirit is quenched *, 


. As to his een in . . man- 
. 3 & ! 1 e "Mt ner, | 
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Ar lun he bs ſaid to be grieved. Upon this 
account David, after he had committed | 
thoſe, aggravated. abominations of murder 
and adultery, had a great deal of reaſon to 
Pray, tate not thy holy. fpirit from me: and 
crimes of a great deal ligbter dye will in their 
proportion have the ſame effect; eſpecially 
if they are committed not only againſt full 
| light and certain knowled — againſt the 
actual remonſtrances of a faithful conſcience. 
I Or, if matters do not go that dreadful length, 
(as it may be hoped; they ſeldom do) yet if 
for want of watchfulneſs and ſobriety of 
mind we are overtaken with any groſſer fault, 
the conſequence will be very unhappy, and 
ve may expect damage as to peace or tender- 
nels, of our conſcience; and that, inſtead af 
chat diſpoſition to communion. with God, 
Which we brought away from the regularly- 
attended ordinance, there will ariſe a ſort 
of ſhyneſs and eſtrangement betwixt us and 
him whom our ſouls love. We ſhall loſe 
-our confidence towards Gon, and he will hide 
his face from us: e will act towards us, as 
men are wont to do, when they are grieved 
by us, and diſpleaſed at us, withdrawing 
their wonted kindneſs, flying our 2 
Land abandoning us to our enemies; and 
we ſhall be apt to carry towards bim, as we | 
are uſed to do unto a friend, whom-:we 
ö hays. * dengel. and inexcuſably af- 
2 8 fronted, 
2 pb. ir. 30. © fal. li 11. V. Whitby in 
Eph. iv. 30. 1 1 | 


— 


| 0 90 

fromed, ſhun his preſence, and avoid. hls 

converſation. ' - 

Wie ought alfo-20 wack nns e 
uote: attention to the things of- this . 
Circumſtances at preſent will not allow us al- 
ways to dwell in Gop's houſe; after a ſhort 
ſtay we muſt come down from the mount, 
And our delightful converſe with Gop muſt 
be interrupted by the moderate cares, buſi- 
neſs, and diverſions of life: but if we would 
not laſe the things awhich we have wrought, we 
_ muſt fee that our regard. to common affairs 
be kept within the bounds of moderation. 
Carking cares will ſour and contract = 
minds, and eat as doth a canker : multiplicit 

of vine (when we are not clearly obliged 
tt it) will : diſtract us, and hinder thoſe re- 
fixſtions, which muſt at proper intervals de 
made uſe of, as means to keep alive the 
holy flame, which our muſings kindled at 
the bleſſed ſolemnity: while we are careful 
about many things, it will be hard to do 
any thing well, and it is odds but the , 

thing needful will be the moſt neglected. The 
ſame or greater need there is, that we ſet 
proper bounds to the diverſions and amuſe- 
ments of life. Exceſſive mirth,- protracted 
feaſts, and exorbitant play will carnalize our 
frame, and by habitual- indulgence produce 
| the ſame effect, as things in themſelves 
more Criminal, and in ſome reſpects are 


4 more 1:24 ee as ey ſteal _ us _ 
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and reliſh of divine things, 808 e ta 


EN: i'm 7. 4 
Hbly, . are not ſo ſnocking in the review 
as more flagrant crimes are; into which alſo 


they too often lead us, ere we are aware. 


Nay, the amuſements of learning itſelf, 9975 


refined and abſtracted: ſoever they are, if 
purſued with too much eagerneſs, and with- 


out due reſt and pauſes, may rob us of our 
treaſure, and as effectually put us out of the 


temper we ought to maintain, as even ſen- 


ſual exceſſes themſelves. I appeal for the 


truth of this not only to ſuch as delight in 
mathematicks, hiſtory, and poetry; but 
even thoſe, who are engaged in controverſial 
ſtudies, tho' the ſubject be divine, and the 
ſpeculation moſt ſublime. All theſe things, 


if inordinately proſecutẽd, come within the 


reach of that prohübition; /ove not the wurld, 
niiber the things that are in the world :: if any 
-man love the world, len MP the: de i > 
in Am.. 
We muſt alſo has upon our "wad 3 
exceſs of worlaly forrow : of this the apoſtle 
faith,” that it wworketh. death The expre- 
ſion is, no doubt, to be underſtood of + Mw 
in the literal ſenſe: but it is alſo true, that 
an inordinate indulgence to it is very preju- 
dicial to the intereſt of the divine liſe in the 
ſoul: this ſorrow evidently. proceeds from 


too great a fondneſs for temporal things; 
and as evidently tends to abate the ſenſe 
# be 


1 John il. 25. 2 Cor. vii 10. 


$ 7 92 7 ; 
; de preſerved, upon the 2 and for the 
maintaining of which in its proper vigour, 
-we make uſe of the ſacrament of the Lord's- 
ras a choice and ſpecial means 
I confeſs, afflictions are deſigned and faite 
Kd us: good, and promote our moſt valu- 
able intereſts. By the ſadneſs of the countenance 
the heart is made better: :-. whom the Lord loveth 
he chaſteneth ;. and it is for our profit; that coe 
may be partakers of bis holineſs; and it yieldeth 
e peacrable fruits of 11 righteouſneſs to them that 
' 2X * thereby * : and it is acknowledged 
that a degree of ſorrow, when we are under 
the corrections of our heavenly father, is 
natural and very becoming his children: 
but ſtill there may do an exceſs, which is a 
fault, and produces ill effects; particularly 
rhit, that it abates the ſpirituality of our tem- 
per, which is the deſired and agreeable re- 
fult-of our well- regulated devotions-. Men 
may prejudice themſelves by carrying their 
worldly ſorrows too high, as well as by intem- 
perance in their joys. As our proſperity. hurts 
us, When it dilates the heart unreaſonably; 
ſo does our adverſity, when it ſinks us beyond 
meaſure. Affliction never has its kindly 
effect, but when we are in a meek, reſigned, 
and heavenly frame; to which ſuch degrees 


of worldly forrow, as I have been _—_— 


againſt! are gend no means ö . 
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inſtrument 


3. If our attendance upon the ordinance. 


hath been well managed, and produced the 


preſent deſired effect, it is fit we ſhould con- 

ider very ſeriouſly, that we ought not to lay 
too great a ſtreſs upon the good frame we find 

our ſelves in. This may prove a ſnare to 
us: for tho? it be a very deſirable thing to 
have our hearts warmed; and our affections 

raiſed by the ſteady contemplation of divine 
things, when they are offered to our minds 
under an advantageous repreſentation; yet 
we muſt not reſt in this, as if all the ends 
of communicating were anſwered. The rea- 


ſon of this appears from what has been hinted 


before, concerning the ſacrament's being an 
mental duty: it is deſigned to help us in 

the more proper and effectual diſcharge of 

all thoſe things, to which the profeſſion of 


chriſtianity obligeth us: and it is obvious to 


any common underſtanding, that fitting 
our ſelves for our work, is a diſtinct ching 
from the actual performing of it. This Hpi- 
ritual repaſt is deſigned to ſtrengthen us for 
the way and work which are before us; and we 
all know, that tho* our food be ever fo good, 
and we eat it with ever ſo much pleaſure, 
and feel the chearing and ſtrengtheningeffects 
of it in the beſt 2 — would wiſh, yer if - 
in che ſtrength of it we do not g forward! in 
our journey, or apply diligently to our buſineſs, 


we are far from anſwering the end of our | 
refreſhments: : Jen, our doe and neglect 
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en, is by chis means an offente of 


greater aggravation.— Therefore, 


4. We muſt be ſure to improve all the ſpi- 


ritual refreſhment we got at the Lord's table 
to the great purpoſes f life. The end, which 
every man ought to propoſe in living, and 
which at this ſacrament we openly engage our 
ſelves to purſue, is to glorify and pleaſe the 
great GoB, by doing his will, — to work 
out our own ſalvation: let every communi- 
cant therefore be duly: ized, that what- 
ever emotions he may feel at the ordinance, 
his labour is loſt, and in ſome reſpects worſe 
than loſt, if the intereſt of inward holineſs 
and practical goglineſs be not ſerved by it : 
our coming together is not for the better, if 
it do not make us ſo and that, both in the 
temper of our mind, and the courſe of our 
converſation. I Beis er $3114 

( 1.) In the emp We e The — 
of all: ordinances, and particularlycof this moſt 
ſolemn one, is to make the heart over: 
While men are abſolutely in an unregenerat 

ftate, the inward part, the hidden man, is 
altogetlier overſpread with darknets, 3 
boar enn eee difordt 


falſe nces 
their . are dun a 
their cafe is aptly deſcribed bythe prop het un- 
der the metaphor- 5 fea! when-it 
nerds; boſe waters caſt mp * 
| | e 
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him, and have more of that nin in us which 
mas in Chriſt Zeſus® 3, this is meant by pulting 


e 
The ſpicic of Gop makes a cbange in thoſe 
who are Born 4 (ALOE 3.2 change which. is in- 
deed happy amazing; they are in a 
good _ the reverſe of what they were; 
reaſo reſumes its empire, and the tumul-. 
ruous paſſions ſubſide; 1 come to them - 
ſelxes, and are in a right mind after a ſad 
ſtate. of diſtraction; they think right and. 
project well, and behave with a vilible ſo- 
briety. This change is expreſſed by a great 
variety of mezaphars-in, ſcripture, which ſtrike 
every. attentive. mind ſo. ſtrongly, that they 
are calily. recollected: but Kill the good 
work is au begun, when we are ff born of 
Gon; it muſt be carried on gradually to per- 
fection: We are compared to aew-born babes, 
and are to attend the word: (under which 
el-ordinances are comprehended ) that 
may grow thereby" : till aue come lo a. per- 
oO ta: the meaſure. of the ſtature of the ful- 
Chriſt” We muſt therefore conſider 
9 chat che end of our taking this ſpi- 


ritual nouriſhment is our growth in grace. 


WMe are not to be ſatisfied, how well. ſo- 
ever we ſeem to performat the holy ſolemnity, 
unleſs. we find a growing conformity to 
Chriſt our head; that we become more like 


an the Lord 


Zelus\Chrift, as, it ſtands, oppoſed 


10 moking * on gt the fe „ to fulfil the 


ES #1 OAT 7 3 luſts 
m "1 Pet. il. a. . > Eph. ib iv. 13. mp * 


72 cherebf mn this! * putring on the new man, 
which after God ii treated in righteouſneſs and 
true holineſs a. We muſt, if we would ap- 
prove our ſelves worthy communicants, aim 


vehement cet preſs earneſtly after that per- 
fection, 
exemplar, or complete pattern. 


cloſe a follower of Chriſt, dwell much upon 


our minds: Brethren, I count not my ſelf to bave 


apprehended ; but this one thing ] do, forgetting 


| oe things which are behind, and reaching forth 
univ thoſe things which are before, Ipreſs towards 


the mark", &c. to this purpoſe I ſhall apply 
thoſe words of the ſame apoſtle; having theſe 


promiſes (which are repreſented, ſealed, and 


applied to believers in the Lord's ſupper) 
let us cleanſe our ſeldes from all filthineſs both of 


| fleſh and ſpirit, perfetting holineſs in the fear 1 | 


the Lord. Let us fee that our faith g 
 ceedingly, and that, by the help of ſuch a co 


means, that which is lacking in it be perfected; 


that we be ſtrong in faith, giving glory to Cod; 


that we abound in hope thro” the power of the 
| Holy Ghoſt; that'we make a diſcernible pro- 
greſs in that more excellent way of charity; 


which is the ſpring and fum of all our duty 


both towards: Gor and man; that we ad- 


vance in purity of heart, in oppe ition to all 
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(9) ER 
8 the ſoul; that patience hand: 
its perfect work, which is a branch of that 
bumility, which is of the greateſt conſequence 
to:ſecure his favour, who has told us, that 
he gits the proud, 2 tobe hum 
ble*: in a word, that we groto um into him in 
all things,. nba ig the bead, even Chriſt *. K dr 
(2.) In the courſe of our converſation; 
this 4 is the proof of the former; as the effets. 
is of -the.cauſe : a better life is a proper evi- 
dence of a better heart. This therefore we 
muſt ſee to; that in our whole conduct our 
profiting by the holy ordinance nay abun- 
dantly appear: — that we may be more 
ſtrictly ut, and more diffuſively-good: (in 
that ſenſe in which the apoſtle uſes the word ʒ 
peradvuenture for a good man one would even dare 3% 
i die:) — that as we profeſs to bear Chriſt's 
image, and improve in it, we follow his ex- 
ample more exactly, who went about doing 
good; ſo far, that our zeal may provoke 
others: — that we be more meek and lowly.in 
our behaviour towards our neighbour, and 
appear more remarkably in the ornament of 
a quiet ſpirit that we be better in every 
relation, and fill up the place, in which provi- 
dence has ſet us, with greater exactneſs and 
decorum : — that we be better huſbands, ü 
wives, parents, children, magiſtrates, mini- 
ſters, maſters, ſervants, c. that we ſhew- 
2 "___ nn. over our Irie | 
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| * E 3 
paſſions, and tongues ; and in the compre · 
— words of the apoſtle, live more ſober. 
by, righteoufly, and godly/in this preſemt world: 
that weſhew:forth the effect this appointed 
means has on us, by our. being prrg ed, fo as 
to bung forth more frutt ": — ny filled 
with 5 fruits ef rigbtrœmſneg, which'are by 
Chriſt Jeſus to the praiſe and glory of God *: in 
a word; that as we have received, Dow we 
ought to walk, and to: pita Gop, We May a- 
amm more and mare. This is that or 
_ the. comverſation aright, to which: the promiſe 
is made of /ecing the ſul vario ef Gop e that 
work of the Lord, in which if we always 
Err our b e voin in the 
1 Wld already, nad it is paſte that 
it be diſtinctly repreſenred, that 70 all. this 
we oblige ourſebves at the Lord's table in the 
moſt ſalamm manner-: we then bind our ſouls 
with an oath, and come under a vow, to do 
our utmoſt, that we may increaſe in holi- 
neſs, and perſevere in it to the end. And 
need I prove, that how grave and ſerious 
and affected foever we be at the awful cere- 
mony, the end is not anfwer'd, unleſs we be 
true to our oath and ſolemn engagement? 
Liet us remember the words of the wiſe man, 
which are applicable to the preſent purpoſe; 
ot” re eee 7 7 1 
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pay'it + for be barb no pleaſure in fob; pey 
tation, which is made of Chriſt's body and 
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that which thou haſt vowed *, The repreſen- A 


blood in the ſacrament, is deſigned to draw 
forth our hatred againſt ſin, under the im- 
putation of which he ſuffered, and to excite 
us to effectual purpoſes againſt it; and at the 
ſame time to engage our reſolutions to ex- 
preſs our love to him, who toved” 4s,” and 
gave himſelf for us, in doing whatſoever he 
commands us. This we acknowledge to be 


our reaſonable ſervice ; this we purpoſe, pre» 


miſe and vow, when we feaſt upon the me- 
morials of his ſacrifice: and bis we muſt per- 
form, or elſe we give the ſacrifice of foals. 
Let it be alſo conſidered, that as we la 
ourſelves under obligations, fo we pre 
our of Gop's: ſpirit and grate th 
help us, that this great end may be attained;” 
and indeed our expectations are well ground- 
ed, even upon a fure word of promiſe, that 
our heaventy father will giur the Holy ſpirit 6 
them that aſt bim: now moſt certainly. 4 
promiſe of affiſtance inforces an obligation. 
If Gop has appointed the ordinance, as a 
menns to this and; and has p his's 1 


ws are obliged-to pubſus it with alt Pond 
application and perſevtrance. Thus much 
is” plainly declaged in that of the apoſtle; 
vi FE out 28 n r it is God that 


 worketh 
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ur tarb in gon both to will and to 2 do þ according 
10 pet ge pleaſure®. | 
1 Thus T have ſhewed' what 17 our 0. if 
| ce upon the ſacrament has been 
ree regular and comfortable : 
ae our tondudt maſt be, if it has been aher. 
e, Ne Next. ger Confiderdtion.” . 
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How POR our din uty, if 0 our TI 
dio af thei Lord's table A been: wy 
| or eee, 
FF upon "reflection we Bod; that we — 
been more than ordinarily indiſpoſed at 

as bleſſed ordinance; if our Faith has been 

weak, our thoughts diſtracted, our bearts 
cold, and our adverſary prevalent; our duty 
may be repreſented under the following par- 
ticulars. | 


1. Let us be ie in r deer 
God. If our diſappointment was the effect 
of bodily indiſpoſition, or ſome ſore afflic- 
tion in our family, and we forced ourſelves 
to the Lord's table, to ſhew our regard to the 
ordinance, and with hope of finding relief; 
we are even in this caſe to humble ourſelves 
under * Wee band uh Gon, 6 iy 

ee 
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duly ſenſible of the righteouſneſs of his 
proceedings, confeſſing that we deſerve every 


rebuke he is pleaſed to direct: however, 


t bis ſhould be conſidered as an affiftion, which 
we ought to bear with patience; and en- 
deavour'to comfort ourſctves, that we have 
not to do with a rigorous judge, but a com- 

paſſionate. father, Who Enoweth : our | frame, 

_ remembreth we are duſt. . 


But I ſuppoſe conſcience juſtly . 
our diſappointment upon our miſcondułt: 
then we ought to take ſhame to ourſelves, 


and ſorrow after a godly ſort, for that ſloth, 


ſenſuality, or worldly-mindedneſs, which 


hindered our regular preparations ; or that 
pride and ſelf- conceit which made us lay 


too great a ſtreſs upon them; or whatever 
corrupt affections hindered our devotien at 
the communion, and gave Satan an advan- 


tage over us. If we encourage conſcience 


to be faithful; we ſhall, without need of a 


divine revelation, be: able to find out the 
accurſed thi ng, to which G ov's withdrawing 
himſelf: from us is to be imputed” to what 
it is owing, that we did not find him whom 
our ſouls love; nor ee his power and his glory, 
as wve have ſeen it in the ſandtuury. And upon 


conſideration of the whole matter, as con- 
ſcience regulated by the word of Gop ſhall 
repreſent it, let us be ſuitably affected, ab- 


horring ourſelves, and expreſſing our con: 
. cern in OT tokens of humiliation as 
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Ezra (in another caſe) fell upon his knees, 
and ſpread out his hands to the Lord his 
G o p, and ſaid, O my Gap, I am afhamed, 
aud bluſb to lift up my 1 to thee my G; 
confeſſing and bewailing our ſins in general, 
and that corruption articularly, to which 
. we apprehend our miſmanagement and dif- 
appointment is principally owing. 
And, it our repentance be fincere 98) 
hearty, we have no reaſon to doubt of ob- 
taining mercy" through that blood, which 
cleanſerb from ail fin. For this we muſt pray 
earneſtly; and to quicken our applications 
to the throne of grace, let us conſider, that 
no ſmall guilt is cantraged by our milbe- 
* at the Lord's table. I would watch 
againſt ſaying any t to grieve a tender 
. and have — the allowances 
ob will make in caſe of bodily diſorder, 
and lamented infirmities, &c. — ſurely it 
440 ofthe Long thing to be guilty of the body ani 
of the Lord; and yet fo they are, who 
e and grink the cup, unworthily x 
— faid to eat and drink damnation or 
judgment to themſelves. And how mach 
toever theſe paſſages, which found fo terri- 
ly, may be ſoftened by attending to the 
import of the original words, and ſcope of 
the context; yet no room can be left after 
all to doubt, that a good man may be very 


ar i ann ee he ſtands 
r 


5 Ezra ix. 5, 6. ; * xi: 2. 


(106) 
convicted by his. own conſcience of inex- 
cuſable E e ought to beg forgiveneſs 
in this caſe, in the ſame manner as he uſes to 
do upon occaſion of any of the groſſer fol- 
lies of his life. And * 1 ak. 1 not in- 
timate it to be the ſenſe of that text, Heb. x. 
29. which certainly ſpeaks of final apoſtaſy; 
yet a ſerious mind will not ſcruple to charge 
himſelf with ſome ſhare in the guilt of having 
trodden under foot the Son of e and counted 

the blood of the covenant, W ewith be was 
fantiified, an uuboly thing, and 8 defpite 10 
tbe- ſpirit of grace ; and will even apply to 
his own caſe that prayer in the. penitential 
pfalm, Deliver me from blood-guiltineſs, O God, 
thou. God of my ſalvation, and my tongue ſhall 
fing aloud of thy righteouſneſs *, However, it 
is certaialy fit, that upon ſuch occaſions we 
| ſhould confeſs our fault, own our demerit, 
deprecate the divine diſpleaſure, and reſolve 
by Gop's grace to take more heed for the 
time to come; that we engage in awful 
ſolemnities with a more ſuitable frame of 
ſpirit, and decency of inward as well as aut- 
wuerd behaviour. 
2. Let us we proper bed ta: rei rr 
fal, as much as may be, and the damage | 
we have ſuſtained, by unworthy Wee 
and this is to be attempted, 
ach Nes —.— by. aging the return 
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with full Purpoſe of heart to promiſe, that, 
in, we 

ut this 
is far from being Auen. It will not ſa- 

tisfy a well-dire ted conſcience, but leave 

us under an uneafy regret for having loſt a 

prize which was put into our hands, and 
that perhaps irretrievabhy; ; for as what is 

paſs'd cannot be recall'd, ſo we may not 

live to ſee the dawn of another day of the 


115 God ſhall bring 1 us to his table a 
will endeavour to bel e better; a 


Son of man, or have another opportunity 
of rectifying what was amiſs in our former 
management by our forure care. But; 


[2:7] By diligent application to the duties, 


Witt are late ſubſequent to a commu- 
ion? If we have not ſucceeded as we 
ought," deſired, and expected; the concern 
Aböut our miſcarriage ſhould*quicken us to 
the more care and pains in thoſe duties, 
Which are to be attended 'to, 1 in purſuance 
of the great end of communicating,” what- 


ever our frame has been at the time of it. 
The end of this ordinance is certainly our 
incrtuſe in holineſs; there we ſee the moft | 


powerful molives to it, repreſented in the 


moſt moving manner; there we lay our- 
ſelves under the ſtrongeſt obligations, - and 
'receive*the. greateſt encour agements; and our 


buſineſs is to take care, that our conduct 


be re culated" accordingly in the whole of 
our behaviour towards Go p and man: the 


4 


Particulars of WERE are obvIous to a willing 
| "Me ” 215 ab 8 4 : a n 


. >, 89 : „ . 
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( 105 F 
and e mind, and have been n 
ſented in their proper place. 

I ſhall only remark under this head, that 
tho?. our doubling our diligence in after- 
duties. is not a proper atonement for our 
culpable negle&s at the'time of partic Pr 
tion; yet it is what we ought to do, and is 
the beſt thing we can do; and the wonder- 
ſul grace of Gop may order the matter ſo, 
as to bring good out of this evil; and we 


may ho 1 will do it, if our repentance be 


e in more cloſe reflections, ſerious 


re olutions, ſtrict watchfulneſs, and earneſt 


prayers, upon the account of the omiſſions 
and miſcarriages we bewail. And tho' no 
wiſe man would chuſe to ſleep beyond his 
hour, or ſtumble in his way, tis no un- 


common thing for after · diligence to retrieve 
it, and make even the mis fortune turn to 
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: Recomninding the gelen recolleRion | 


. what paſs d at the facrament, in or- 
Aer to our. Ipiritual UApEOTENent.. A 


1 11 1 have been repreſenting 


what I ' apprehend, in the main, 


and | Ss a” aowancys) to be the 


3 com- 


— 
955 a * 8 
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 vntinnicant's duty, in A to the ine 
provement of the life 4 Gop in his ſouk 
dy the ordinance of the Holy Supper. I 

eome now to propoſe ſomething merely by 
way of advice; concerning the expediency 
of which, I leave. every man, who has a 


— 


taſte of devotion, to determine for himſelf. 
What I aim at, is, that we ſet the folem- 
nity before us in our daily walk or conver- 
fation, after our firſt. ——— recollections 
and reflections are over. However our 
management and ſucceſs appears to have 
been upon a ſerious enquiry, it may be 
proper daily to lead back our thoughts to 
What K pete between Gop and our ſouls at 
the great ſolemuity ; and this both fatedly in 
our retirements for devotion; and occa/ionally 
in che leiſure of our thoughts, or upon any 
extraordinary emergency. 
1. Statedly in our retirements for the wor- 
1 Gop. When we enter into our clo * 
; according to the command of our Lore 
tor thoſe exerciſes of devotion in which the 
pleaſure of a chriſtian's life ſo much con- 
- ard which contribute ſo much to his 
| fitncſ Ew: ſervice of Gov, in the place 
1 vidence has ſet him: when, ] ay, 
we retire to converſe with heaven, can wy 
2hing be more praper than to reflect upon 
be Jolemmiies we dajely attended? and 57 
n be ected * into a 
Proper 


PETTY 


of 
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proper frame for the devotions upon which 
we are entering ? ee bee g 3 
rayer, . are the employments ot 
Ones ſeaſon ; the time we _ for ſe- 
cret worſhip, 1 4 recollecti 9 
Which we had of Chriſt _ table, g 
hardly fail (by the bleſſing 450 to | 
difpoſe us for ee of the cloſe;-lervice. Þ 
If we carry a Jeſus in our minds, 
as we had him 25 before us at the ordi- 
nance; with what brokenneſs of heart, far 
inſtance, ſhall we confeſs, and bewail ha | 
tranſgreſſions for which he wes wounded, and 
thoſe iniquities for which he was brujſed ® © 
When we look upon him whom we have 
| Pierced, ſhall we not be diſpoſed to mourn as 
one mourneth for his auly ſon, and be in puter- | 
neſs for bim, as one that is in bitterneſs for his 
ſrſs-born" ? At the table of the Lord we . 
dee the evil of f repreſented in the ſtrong- | 
eft colours, and in a manner maſt ſuited ta 


affect: we ſee it, as it were, in its . tri-„ 


umph, delivering over the Slaſſed lady of the 


Son of Gop to wounds, torture, an 


and throwing ſuch a dreadful gloom over 1 
his holy ſoul,” as) would have in can- | 


founded an angel of light; for it made 


him, whom all the e. of Gop worſhip, 

= AG, pay Roi why haſt thou for- © 
me? And generally we axe in à Pecu- 

har Rad affected 2 What is chere ſo 


re * 


= 16. bis, 5 » Zech. . 10. 


9 4 * 
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Apteſentecd: Pur hearts being warmed 1 
forehand by reading books of devotion, by 
cloſe meditation, abſtraction from objects of 
ſenſe, and matters of a lower nature, and 
eſpeciallyBy the influences of the Holy Spirit, 
given in anſwer to prayers made with more 
chan ordinary frequency and fervour. Now 
„ Eon, that ſtrong and deep impreſ- 
ſions, not only laſt long, but are more 
eaſily revived, Aol the'mind exerts itſelf 
upon a proper occaſion; this may be ob- 
ferved in'commont caſes: what à fund of joy 
or forrow has that perſon at hand, who — | 
had his mind wrought up into any great 
degree of ſenſibility upon any extraordinary - 
adventure? this obſervation may be applied 
to matters of a Piritual mature and ill 
be an argument, why we ſhould fet the ſuf- 
ferings ef Chriſt before, us (as we have 
ſeen them” repreſented in the ſanctuary) in 
the reſt of Our exerciſes of devotion, as well 
as in the acts of repentance and mortifica- 
tion: the life of prayer and praiſe is the 
acting of faith, hope, love, joy, and gra- 
titude; and hew the mind will, be raiſed 
into fuch' ſentiments by recollecting what 
we Faw, felt, and taſted, when all theſe 
grades were in their higheſt exerciſe upon 
the moſt folemn occaſion, - I need not more 
patticularly repreſent; Lonly-adviſe to . 
che experiment, ears * mw event: IT - 


"IE 


5 ſhall 


＋ 109 ) TE 
4 1 ſhall only obſerve farther, what pſe this 
may, be of to fix. a wandring mind. In ſome 


conſtitutions the imagination will have a 


ſcene, and can hardly. be kept from. roving, 
like the Faolbs ge, to, the ends of the earth * 

this many. know. to. the vexation of chen 
ſouls: and how far i its being poſſeſs d with 
the 1 images of this, great ſolemnity, as con- 
nected with the croſs and throne of him 


wwho. was dead, and is alive, and liues and 


reigns for euermore, may he of ſervice i in ſuch 
oe. caſe, 1 only offer to conſideration. 2 


2. In the leiſure. of our: thoughts, and | 
| intervals of buſineſs, it may alſo be very 


proper to turn our Wind towards this gre 
ſalemnity of our religion, and reflect hes 


what. paſſed on that occaſion; 3 particularly, 
when we laſt remembred the author of it, 


ſhewed. forth his death, profeſs d our rela- * 


tion to him, and made our vows. What. 
ever our ſtated buſineſs is, it muſt have in- 


tervals; and the mind, as well as body, muſt 


relax: and, how pleaſant ſoever it be, human 
nature generally requiresdiverſion andamuſe: 
ent. In this, perhaps, earth differs from 

: heaven... and if there are people of a dif- 
| ferent make, I have no concern with them, 
but only to congratulate their happinefs. 


The generality. of chriſtians will, I believe, 


Far e the caſe to be as I have repre- 


e it: and e Lk: mind will . a. 


"© Prov, a 24. 


1 
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Sa. 1 (ho? it cannot be e intent ) 
may not ſome of its leifure thoughts be thus 
directed? I am not excluding a thouſand 
innocent objects, _— are _ directly ſpj- 
| fitual ; but adviſing e our thoughts 
about them a pie e ca (may I call it?) 
or ſpiritual tin#ure; by throwing in ſome- 
thing divine en Paſſant, tranſiently, and in a 
fecret manner not to be obſerved. And 
what /o proper to this purpoſe, as the idea of 
him, who fo lately -entertained us at his 
table, and gave us his preſence to make the 
Bk dainties incomparably delicious? If any 
of us had been thus honoured by an earth- 
prince, it would poſſeſs our minds, and 
hang upon our imagination, perhaps more 

than a wiſe man would wiſh. If in the 
pPreſent caſe we were thus ated, would it 
not be with good reaſon, and' might it not 
anſwer a good end? the frequent bearing our 
minds towards theſe objects, would prevent 
"2 great many /f Aly thoughts, and N out a 
Seat many evil ones; would he 2 
d balance gur minds, and p hers 
m being overſet with diſagreeable abit 
Trences, or carried away Wi unreaſonable 5 
| Yanſports, when we meet with ſuch a are 
more pleaſing. | 
And as this would be uſeful; it 15 88 
fratticakle. There is nothing neceſſa 
it, but that ſpiritual-mindednefs,* whit 
the beauty, ae, and even o life of chri- 


„nt 3 


(rr 13 a 

Klani Ys — 
vide things of God, and have their ſenſes 
exerciſed v; — know what it is to have 
their hearts where their treaſures are; to ſeek 
_ thoſe things which are above; where Chriſt fitteth 
at the right band of God; ta have Chriſt da. 
r Socks bp fab 9 and their conver/etion 
in heaven, in oppoſition e eee 
 feſſors, who only mind earthly things: fuck 
as Underſtand what they read; Tea doubtleſs, 
and ¶ count all things but loſs, for the excellency | 


of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lad. 


The devout Fews, who were under a darker ; 


diſpenſation, which had only a fbadew of | 
good things to come, and not the very image of 
te things", knew what it was to lay up the 
words of Gop in their heart, and in their 
foul, to bind them as a /ign upon their haud, * 
and à fromlet between their eyes; and what | 
they were to teach their children, undoubt- 
edly they thought of themſelves, when they 
. fat in the houſe, and when they walked by. the 
way, ws lay down, and when they roſe 
2p and ſurely, as we have greater advan» 
Tapes, we are under ftronger obligations: to 
ruhis purpoſe: and when we read of their ve- 
hement affection for the tabernacles, counts. 
and altar of Gop ; and how their hearts 
were in the ways which lead thither, which 


: N e oy i Fe longing ans faining . 


ws | 1 F * 40 9 Philip, 10. 8. 5 7 . . 1 
Deut. xi. 18, 19. . En 


a 
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| and their brart and Ne crying aut, &c. it may 
lead us to conſider, that as Chriſt exhibited 
in the higbeſt goſpel-ſolemnity, challenges 
ſuch a regard from us; ſo it is a forcible 
thing to bé under the daily influence of the 
memorials of that body and blood of his, which 
is incomparably more valuable than all 0e 

ſervice — temple, | as being u oy * 
and the end of it. Rinn | 
In ſhort, knowledge is ea fo. 10 him that An- 
derftandeth: an experienced chriſtian will 
cafily take in what I aim at; and the matter 
is hot hard to explain to others, who under- 
"ſand the nature of man, tho "they may be 
"ſtrangers to vital religion, and the power of 
godlineſs. Suppoſe a man's heart vehe- 
mently ſet upon a wordly object, the thing 
che loves will be continually bearing upon 
his mind, and following him into buſineſs, 
Adiverſion and company, as well as ſoliciting 
his thoughts in ſecrecy and retirement; 
and that — prejudicing his manage- 
ment of other affairs; nay, on the con- 
trary, will quicken his motions, and brighten 
is conduct, in a manner, which his acquain- 
tance may eaſily obſerve. I could give in- 
ances, and quote authors, to this purpoſe. 
I ſhall only tranſcribe a paſſage out of a 
writer: whoſe {kill in philoſophy, and ac- 
quaintance with human nature, I admire, 
(cho' I can by no means acquieſce in his 


account of chriſtapity': ) his words are 2 5 
el 


r 
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© its all which things ' (viz.-inn 
tiſements) we are not to forget Gos (in 
. whom we both live and are moved, Ads 
xvii. 20.) as not to have always ſome 
ſecret reſerve to him, and ſenſe of his 
fear and preſence; which alſo frequently 
_ © exerts itſelf in the midſt of theſe things 
* by ſome ſhort aſpirations and breathings: 
and that this may neither ſeem ſtrange 


nor troubleſome, I ſhall clear it by one 


0 „ manifeſt: inſtance, anſwerable to the ex- 
2 perience of all men. It will not be de- 
nied, that men ought to be more in the 
love of Gop, than of any other thing. 
Now it is plain, that men that are taken 
"i with love, whether it be of women, or 
Reer thing, if it hath taken a deep 
place in the heart, and poſſeſs: the min 
50 it will be hard for the man 01 in love, to 
drive out of his mind the perſon or thing 
0 1⁰ loved; yea, in Higndionns] drinking, 
or ſleepipg, his mind will always have a 
I tendency that way and in e 
recreations, however intent he may be 
there will be but a very ſhort time dere 
mitted to paſs, but the mind will let me 


4 mne forth towards its belesen 5 


4 


1135 hall only add, if 4 EET allow 


_ themſelves to repeat paſt ſins in their ima- 


3 1 * n give'pp 
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ghts/-to.- romantic 
ſchemes, and are ſo often calling back for- 
mer times and paſt occurrences, and herein 
act according to the genius and temper of 
a fleſhly mind; it cannot be thought im- 
oper for tlioſe, who are borw f the: ſpirit, 
and have at the Lord's table tafted and ſeen 
that. be is gracious, to admit, indulge, and 
frequently call up the remembrance of ſuch 
ſolemnities, in which Gon: was. pleaſed to 
make his glorious grace paſs before them. 
__Chrift's rr indeed, and bis bload is 


F 


int indead; and by a frequent remembrance 
bow we fed on him at his table (if we do 
nit in a ſerious believing manner) our ſouls 


will have (in this, as it were, rumination) a 

great help to their growth in grace, and 

"ho with all the inereaſe Cd. 
3. Upon any extraordinary! it 


emergency, 
might be adviſable to recolle& the folemni- 


ties of a preceding communion. 


If any fore eff#fion befals us, we may 


very ae think. of bim, whoſe death 
we lately ſhewed forth ; what great things 


he ſaffered, and how meekly and patiently 
he humbled himſelf, and — obedient unto 
death, even the death of the croſs; and that, 
cho he was a ſon, yet he learned obedience by 


the t 
that was ſet before him, he endured the croſs and 


; 66 &cc. and — 


an 


1 Coloſ. ii. 19. 
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bings <obich be ſuffered 5 how, for the joy 


( 13 ) 
an example, phat ua Pants folliw bis fri Let 
us remember, that he bears a ſympathiſing 
mind, having himſelf ſuffered; and in vir- 
tue of the — he offered on the croſs, 
he is our powerful interceſor, that we may 
have timely help and proper ſupports re- 
membring alſo, that this he promiſed at 
the table, where he ſealed to us, as well as 
we to him; and by theſe thoughts encourage 
our addreſies. to . who, as he is the 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is the Father 
of mercies, and the GoD of all comfort, 4 
annere bis people in all their tribulation 

If the great adverſary aſſaults us; led u 
look unto Jeſus, whom we have ſeen ſer 
forth as. crucified : let us call to mind and 
plead it with him, that he was manifzfted to 
ren the works of the devilz and that, au 
ſpoiled # ties and powers, be made a ſhew 
of them, .openty, triumphing ouer them on his 
croſs”, Let us remember how, when Sa- 
tan defired to have Peter, that he might 
Aft bim as wheat, he prayed for the diſciple, 
that his faith might not fail; and how by a 
| look his Saviour recovered him out bre the 
ſnare of the devil—and let us. humbly 
that as Jeſus is the /ame yeſterday, 1 e — 
for ever, and his grace and power never che 

leſs for his being removed and exalted; ſo 
he _ us W arb. adde to 


expeR 


5 „ Col. ii. 19, 
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expect his preſence in the combat, and his 
. Miſtance when moſt fore beſet. | 


Ife we find corruption working. ; os us 
recolleet the views we had of the evil of 


ſin in the ſufferings of our Lord, and re- 


member, that our old man is crucified with 
bim, that the body of fin might be deſtroyed, and 
that henceforth we might not ſerve fin *; calling 
to mind that of the Apoſtle; foraſmach then, 
4 Chrift hath ſuffered for us in the fleſh, arm 
ourſelves likewiſe with the ſame mind: for be 
that hathſuffered in the-fleſh, bath ceaſed from 
fin, that he no longer ſhould live the reſt of his 
ine in the feſb, io the Juſts of the fleſh, but 10 
"tbe will of God 7: let us conſider, that we 
ars planted in the likeneſs F his. death + eſpe- 
cially, let us have recourſe to the repreſen- 
tations and tranſactions, which paſs'd at the 


"ordinance; when that, which may be con- 


ſidered as aur iniquity, gives us trouble. We 
muſt loo to a crucified Jeſus, if. we would 


lay aſide the ſin which eaſily beſets us and in 


ſhort, whatever duty requires ſelf-denial, 
will never be performed kindly and- plea- 


ſantly, without con/idering. him *, not only as 


having given us an example upon the croſs; 
but as having ſealed at his table the promiſe, 
both of aſſiſtance and reward according to 


the goſpel; the promiſes whereof, or (which 
s 25 lame 3 the. OE. of the ne- 
125 cove- bh 


- 


* Rom. vi, 6. 7 1 Pet. be. Is 24 uf Heb. xii; 1. 
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WH covenant, this ordinance appliet dn 2 
sas well as repreſents. | It cannot be doubted, 
that a fam review of _ covenant is 
proper, when we are to perform an 

of duty, which requires ee = 
reſolution : this is the moſt likely; method 
_ toraiſe in us ſuch ſentiments; as will quicken 
our motions, and invigorate-our:whole man, 
enlarge our hearts, and make us go on 
with pleaſure in the duties cof our holy call- 
ing; thus may we mount up with wings as 
mb run 255 not er, alt NE not 
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having received the communion, may be 
- repreſanted: in a twofold view; as it re- 
"ou the-pat opportunity, or as it is con- 
nected with the proſpect. of Lune ones. wy 
" hall 3 dle o_ Fat ſufficiently declared 
e Ernmer A diſcourſe, and. 


confine 


LT 


ww na 


- 
— —— —— — : . 
— ˙üwüYQM ] uU ͤ d3..m Wo eo rio et nee ee Ire A Ah ae 0 earn err on, 
* 8 * « 4 > 


ot 
4 4 * 1 7 * * 85 4 
* . 8 5 S #  +# 44 . ry © * > ww £2 p ? 
* 8 s 0 
! 
x 
1 
4. 


———— oo ag 
3 ——— 2 


wy » Ia. xl. 3 bs 


160 


conſine s 
would ſpeak more . vera ure 
ler it be conſidered, * 
rr. Whilſt chriſtians r in fuck a 
manner, as has been recommended, their 


habitual preparednefs for the holy folemnity 
_ Serious 


cannot well be call'd' m q 
minds are often 'foli many donbts 


and ſcrupies about thoſe qualifications, which 


are pre poſed. to their actual on; 
whether they are really bern again, partakers 
. Of a divine nuture, pu 
and have the love of God, which is the root 


of the matter, dwelling in them. They ſuſ- 
3 their ſincerity, and queſtion whether 


they have more than a name to live, and 
a form of godlineſs without the power: and 


ds this keeps Pe many op euer approaching 


the .holy table; ſo it often. gives a t 
deal of Aer; to fuch, who dare not allow 


_ themſtlves in the total neglect of a plain 


times away, 


duty, and keeps them mam 


when they have otherwiſe no reaſonable pre- 


tenice for abſenting. © Various methods of 
addreſs have. been uſed with theſe unhappy 


in 


* che latter ; of which” I 


from death to life, 


(viz. thoſe who ab- 
fotutely refuſe to comply with the command 
of Chriſt upon this allegation) I am not now 
concernect with: but as to the later, I may 
general ſay, that an improper conduct 
after the ſolemnityſeems to be the ſource 
and foundation of their perplexing 8 


E-. neg. RB 
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e 


e 
and uneaſy. toxmenting: fears, and the e 
quent omiſſions conſequent upon them: 
under a conſciouſneſs of not having lived 
as communicants ought, they are afraid to 
repeat their attendances ; or, if they force 
themſelves to offer this ſacrifice, they do 
it in a manner very improper, and the iſſue 
is uſually very uncomfortable. . 
But now thoſe, who! accuſtom themſelves 
to recollection and reflection after their par · 
ticipation, in ſome ſuch manner as has been 
repreſented, can hardly fail of growing up! 
into an habitual affurance. of their intereſt 
in. the bleſſings of the goſpel- covenant; and, 
ynlefs in extraordinary caſes, will have little 
doubt of their being waſhed, that is, /antti- 
fied and juſtified, in the name of the Lord Feſus, 
and by the ſpirit of aur God © ; and this matter 
being once happily ſettled; the grand dif- 
ficulty is over, and the pRnGpSs Rumbling⸗ 
block removed. 
2. Such a condutt will exceedingly ob 
cilitate our aii preparation. Thoughts of 
Chriſt taking; riſe from the vie We had f 
him at his tabſe, being by daily reflection 
become familiar ta our minds, we ſhall not 
need long and laborious application. to put 
ourſelves into a fit diſpoſition for the ordi- 
nance. What a man is daily, and upon 
a variety of incidents, thinking of, he ill 
more eaſily re 0 in due farm. MM 
47 135 al t NA * 31181 upon 5 ni 


5 © 1 Cor, vi. 11. 


Cn 


BR 1 vob: 
tinually thinking of his friend, and has a 


deſire of pleaſing him habitually ſoliciting 


his mind, will be ready to viſit or receive 
him without much warning; eſpecially 


vhen a ſincere love and cordial reſpect is the 
main ching expected, and outward pomp 
or ceremony is of little or no conſideration. 
The preparation of the heart for this ſacra- 


ment conſiſts in a readineſs to act faĩth, love, 
repentance, reſolution, ſubmiſſion, Sc. upon 
che repreſentations there made of Chriſt, 


and if this bear upon our minds in daily re- 
turns, and the intervals of our thoughts, 
beſides our having recourſe to it upon ſpecial 
emergencies; how readily may we attend, 
without having any more to do, than to 
diſmiſs our worldly thoughts for chat ſeaſon, 
and recolle&- 1 ſo as to attend 
wholly to the matter before us? Whereas 
ſuch as, having performed their devotions 


at the Lord's table, think no more of 


Ohriſt's dying love, till they have publick 
warning to prepare for another communion, 


and, perhaps, don't apply in good earneſt 
to their preparations, till a very near ap- 


proach of the ſeaſon, muſt have a great 
deal to do with their hearts to get them in 
order; and may expect to ſuffer under that 
hurry and perplexity, which is uſual in or- 


3 dinary affairs, when men have oye | 


and particularly his love in. dying for us: 


A, on a. 
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they are ſtraitned in time, * ate not in 
a condition to bear many unavoidable inci- 
dents of int and avocatio .. 
Many perſons, who have time enough for 
their Preparatory e exerciſes, yet find it · very 
difficult to manage to advantage; this may 
poſſihly ariſe in Tome for want of inſtruction; 
but generally is owing to a carnal frame, 
which makes ſelf. imployment in ſpiritual 
things tincouth and irkſome : but having 
been accuſtomed to ſuch (meditations, we 
ſhall ſet about the work With Proper alacrity 
and addreſs,” and may ordinarily expect to 
be free from that confuſion, perplexity, and 
inſenſibility, which attends a mind not uſed 
to ſuch employments : : as a man, who is 
accuſtomed to any particular bufineſs,” and 
has his mind \upoh it in leiſure intervals, 
will be more eaſt 


ly in readineſs for it, than 
one Who ſeldom and With reluctarce ſets 
about it. Our Former ſins will be more 
eaſily recollected, and p roper impreſfions 
more freely revive, (befides our being like 
to hiave' fewer freſh ones to create us trouble) 
we ſhall” more -eafily adjuſt the account we 
have to make up, diſcern the evidences" of 
our - ſincerity; and put on all thoſe orna- 
ments which make up the wedding attire: 85 
as garments of daily ue are more eafi} found 15 
and put on, than a habit Which We fenen 
uſe; and wel oflly upon feceſſity or ſpecial ©. 
-accafions. In * he — whole life i * 


RM 1122 * 
ae the fexhihition of -2,cru- 
cified Jeſus, will a 0 ready for chis 

part of -publick. w vorſh «watt 
gives ogruni v. e nc) 
— R > rept ia 
mere url or acceptable. manner. "Suck 
| a condust, Wande ar an a Will 
gradually ſpiritualiae our frame, and con- 
Hagpenaly make us hare fit for the ſublimer 
arts jof, worſhip: e hal thus, become 

rs dy, the,exexciſe.gf every grace, 
Fa Heh, — —— my for. Meisl, as it 
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| which the EY opens to Altan e 
and aſcends in e =y 
me, are called upon in the ſolemnity, 


FT Ry Wer” we wv HB. e '. ww OT W. 


12 


it in remembrance f him; how euſy will it be 


to turn the eyes f our mind to 155 object, | 
2 bas been daily familiar to us? this 18 
FR 55 negſon and true Zea and 


Penience: for © long and con- 


„ cer "habits. of fixing one thing on the 


tion, begets à ready e i in 
che nerves to produce again the ſame 


* 
= 


0ncaricous. and natural like. breathi 


wall ye aero without the conſent of 
OM 


Cc. 
c 
< 

8 9 ma motion of ze heart, which 
3 And there is no doubt to ſbe 
7 


de, bur the organs of ſenſation, and 


Peratio may. be like, iſe. 1 nproved, 
2 and perfected hs ant 
Proper Application,” as the lame 


5 mito ry: to which conſideration | 


5 Scripture to 8022 (as a 
2 eſt conſequence) the pro- 
ge, and che mo plenti- 


is ſpirit, which ſhall be 


Ot * tance, and Jew in all 
5 e ing which 
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e, till the thought of it Hops : 


= 0 doe who improve, their talents; 
SER hath, it fpall.be given. The ſame 
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is n proper employment of the facred 
hour. If the heart be kept warm by Ba- 
Bitual applications to its great object, it will 
be more ready to flame out on ſolemn oc- 
cafions; in thoſe ardent deſires after God, 
without which all our. bodily exerciſe will 
be of no advantage to ourſelves, and not 
at all pleaſing or acceptable to him, whom 
we profeſs to ſerve. — And can there be a 
better method to keep it fo, than that which 
1 have propoſed? © 
© here will be alſo this advantage e arifing | 
in what I have offered; from. we ſhal Hing 
not be ſo apt to have our mind 45 fraBed 
with the variety of ſervice, which we are 
called to at the ordinance. We, are there 
to make various reflections, and expreſs a 
great diverſity of reſentments; love to Gop, 
hatred of ſin, ſelf- loathing, and deep hu- 
miliation, hope, joy, ſubmiſſion, reſolution, 
chankſgiving, Sc. this multiplicity of addreſs 
is apt to puzzle and confound ſuch, as are 
3 unpractiſed and unaccuſtomed to ſpiritual ; 
and devotional exerciſes; they are in dan- 
r of. having their minds perplexed, their 
— ſhattered, and their hearts ſunk 
with fear of not attending duly to every 
hinge which the caſe requires, Whereas, 
ractice of what T have recommended, 
. in oe pe find this benefit; that our tranſitions 
7 — one thing to another will be leſs dif- 
E cult, and our ir minds will. . more n. 
: 87 Q Fr. and 


23 3 ; 
conducted Ws one ſcene to another, as 
they ſhall open to-us: or, if any thing be 
omitted, a conſtiouſneſs of what has paſſed 
in the exerciſes of recollection will comfort 
us, and eſpecially a proſpect of callin every _ 
thing over more particularly in the follow: * | 

ing opportunities of review. 
One thing more may be worthy our con- 
: fideration ; that by the method propoſed we 
are like to be more fit for the proper ſervice | 
of the occaſion, which is holy rejoicing and 
thankſgiving. The ſacrament of the Lord's- 
ſupper is a feſtival ſolemnity; in it we ſhould | 
ſerve the Lord with gladneſs, and come before _ 
bis preſence with finging; enter into his gates 


_ 2vith thankſgiving, and into his courts with 
W aiſe, be thankful unto him, and bleſs his 


name . Now this no man is ſo well avali” 1 


fied for, as he who retains upon his mind 
the ſavour and reliſh of former ſacramental 
tranſactions, and has kept up their influence 
upon his heart and ways, by ſuch ſtated and 
occaſional recollections as have been recom- 
mended. Such are likely to poſſeſs the 
ſoul in a ſteady chearfulneſs and ſerenity, 


and have moſt reaſon to expect thoſe pecu- } 


. liar elevations and enlargements which Gon 
ſdmetimes indulges, not only as a reward 


of their diligence and ſpirituality, but as a 


ſupport under future trials and fore diſpen- 
ſations: : however, their ſoul will =P the © 
3 i nas 


6 OTY 


Ee and their ' [ptyir refofre in ww their 5. 
wour® and, unleſs forhettiing etrutr nurn, 
occur, their "foul will be ſariefied- as with mar 
row and fatheſs, and their manth” praiſe God 
» with. joyful lips: when they took on bim' hom 
| they Baue pierced, and meurn; even this mourn- 
ing will be conſiſtent with, yea, friendly to 
the rejoicing in Chriſt Feſus. 15 a word, ſuch | 
perſons are likely, in 17 remembrance. of an 
unſeen Jefus, to rejoice with oy wtfpeakable, 5 
and full of glory *; and may e ect to re- 
turn from the ofcinanck, with a ſettled 
peace and ſerenity of mind, which will fit 
them for the duties of their general and Pas. 
ticular calling; and to experience what is 
Hignified” in that expreſſion, h Joy of. the 
Terd i In their ſtrengtb'. And then continuing 
in their uſual courſe of recollecting and 
improving what has paſſed at the ordinance, 
for maintaining and increaſing a ſpiritual 
frame and a heavenly converfation, they 
will have abundant evidence that they did 
not * cheat theniſelves with their owh fan- 
. Fi Lies, inftead. of a fenſe of Gop's love; 
like? thoſe who, walking in the vanities ; 
© and ways of this world, Yet boaſt of their 
aufe of the love of Gf * 
Thus I have repreſented che advantages 
wich will arife from the due improvement 
of one communion, in reference to ſuch: as 
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we ſhall afterwards have the oppo rtunity TY 
attending upon. What Path +: Baus to 
offer in recommendation of the e 

hall be under three heads. 3 

1. By rhis means we ſhall not be tempted: 1 
to think much of frequent? communion: -We- + | 
are told the primitive chriſtians communicated 
every day; to be ſure they did every Eord's | 
day; it was a part of their ſtated wor 
J ſhall not pretend to find fault with the 
cuſtom of protęſtant churches; but I hope 
T may ſay without offence, that the reaſon 
hy the Neve Practice has received ſo 
great an alteration, appears to de founded 
in one of theſe two things: either & depros 

ef ſuperftition; in ſetting this ordinance in a 

higher preference to other ſacred apppine- 
libs; that can find ang war funk for ein 
 ſeripturoy; or ele 4 ban, G that Pin 

mindedneſs, on Being in goed earneſt et 
ters of religion, hie was onee — 

of theichurches'sf Ckriſt e and perhaps} w 

mixture of #oth; | However) may 1 not ſayp 
ifa right improvement. of the cõmmunion 
was made in ſome ſueh manner as I have 
been rocmmenqing, we ſhould not be ſo 
forward in making excuſes, when provi- 
dence offers an: opportunity? how often are 
People's places empty, When they are not 

hindered b y any juſt: occaſion? which would 
mal be if thing 2 maintained that ſpiritual 
frame in any Sad meaſure, into which 

„„ „ 35 their 
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collect ee Ae Ae us to invent 4 
reaſons for our omiſſion; and one neglect 
makes Way for another, till at laſt *tis well 
if we do not wholly eſtrange ourſelves from 
attendance on Chriſt at his table. — And the 
conſequence of, this is often very tremen- 
dous; firſt a careleſs life, and then an ad- 

- miſſion of ſuch dune as may ſerve to 
ſupport it; all which would be happily pre- 
vented ich the method, 1 be deen : Pg 


1565 . Fe good effect "of this cond: 
| Wr be, that we ſhall, not be ſo much 
dejected, if we are neceſſarily put by our ney T 
wy ſtated attendance. Whilſt I reprove 
needleſs omiflions, I own there may e 
occaſions for abſenting ourſelves from this 
ordinance: not only bodily indiſpoſitions, 
trayelling in foreign eee the abſence 
of proper perſons to adminiſter it, but ſome 
circumſtances beſides, of which others may 
not be ſo proper judges as ourſelves: this 
indeed, when it happens, is an af##ion, and 
may be reſented as ſuch; but we ought not 
to ſpoil the peace of our mind upon this 
te The babitual Spiritual ty, of our 
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frame, which reſults from the review of adds 4 
we have experienced of the preſence of Go 

at his table, will be a great means to com- 

poſe us, and prevent any exceſs of uneaſi- 
neſs, which might elſe ariſe in ſuch a caſe: 
let ſuch as are kept from a freſb opportu- 
nity, recolle& what paſſed at be laſt; and 
it may, by the bleſſing of Gop, anſwer 
the ſame end as their renewed attendance 
would do. Thus a man may as it were 
communicate by himſelf; and, tho* abſent 


in body, be preſent in ſpirit, with the churches | 


of Chriſt: and this will be more eaſy to 
thoſe, who have accuſtomed themſelves to 
the review which has been recommended. 
But always remember, it mult be a real ne- 

ceſſity, and not a pretence of our own ; . other- 
wiſe we are guilty of the neglect of a plain 
duty, and no \ ſuceedaneum or. equivalet >nt ſhall | 
| be. admitted in its room. , 
This will alſo afford comfort. if thro* i 
bodily indifpoſition, or extraordinary acci- 
E we ſhould not. find ourſelves in ſuch a 
frame as was expeBed, or has been uſual. They 


who ſcarce think of the ſacrament, but 


when the time of the ſolemnity is juſt at 
hand, and then do not find what they pro- 
1 poſed, are apt to ſaffer under the ill effects 
of their diſappointmeut; either they are 
 inconſolable, or, which is worſe, grow in- 
different about the matter. But ſüch as make 


it their r in che interval of ſacraments. 3 
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r 
to edlen and improve xhe laſt, will have 
theſe evils; eſpecially 
in, the conſciouſneſs of their fincefity, and 


that their miſſing of What they ainied: at, 


has not proceeded fron a flothful, worldly, 


: r otherwiſe carnal mind; and 16, inſtead 4 
iffing themſelves with the ſad thought 
- of having eat and drank damnation to them- 


ſelves, they will ſubmit to it, as they do 


_ to: other unavoidable afffictions, and don- 
ider it, like them, improveable to the pur- 
poſes: of humility and felf-Abaſement, and 
3 uh! in the mere mercy of 4 gracidus Gob, 


a prevailing Mediator. But chen we 


muſt ſee to it, chat we do not encourage 
_ ourſelves in floth and indifference by that, 
=» 3 which was never deſigned for that end. . 
1 Many more advantages arifipg/from the 
due improvement of, and walking; 


:ipatioh of es great 
ordinatice of vur teligion, might be repre- 


3 5 nted with eaſe: but the end 1 propoſed, 
a being ahſwered as far às lies in my power, 


1 ſhall: conelude, anch vecemmend che at- 
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1. ee a 2 perſons ry ore fer 
ceiving os the Jacr amen of 1 the Tord , 
i*/ OST — | and. blefied,. 2nd. gra- 
IVI cious Lord ore, with all humility 
and reverence, .I-here preſent myſe % foes” 
the; to ſcels thy face, and, 5 15 
voi gnd: as; an Evidence of thy, good will 
towards me, to beg char 1. may, experience. 
thy goed work in me. e 
I acknowledge myſelf. unwor "Cn » utjerly 6 
unworthy: of- the: honour; unfir, utterly U 8 
fu bor the ſervice tg w. hich Lam now called. 
Ib ds an ineſtzmable privileg, that I am Ach! 
9 97 1 om the 
word, and to | Prayer; and 
Pet, 8 if this had. been d. AY Matter, 1. 7 
am now invited ing Bere a with! 175 
ak. enen, there 89 ce elf bree 
Klei 1 FA N . 01 20D 7 7 1 nh, 


e nue, Prog ue. at the end. 


| Wi 132 90 285 
memorial of my Saviour's death, and to 
partake by faith of the precious benefits 
which flow from it. I, who deſerve not the 
crumbs, am called to eat of the children 8 
bread. : 
EQ Lond: T chunk this 105 the inſtitution 
of this bleſted ordinance, this precious le- 
y and token of love which the Lord 
Folie left to his church; that it is preſerved 
to this age; that it is adminiſtered in this 
land; that I am admitted to it, and have 
now before me an opportunity to partake _ 
of it: Lord, grant that. I _— not Teteye 
Aj thy grace ares een 
O thou, who haſt called me to the mar- 
5 riage-ſupper of the Lamb, give me the 
weddin g-garment ; work in me a diſpoſition 
of ſoul, and all thoſe pious and devout af- 
- teftions which are ſuited to the ſolemnities 
| of this ordinance, and requiſite” to qualify” 
me for an acceptable and advantageous par- 5 
3 ticipation of it. Behold the fire and the 
Wood, alt things are now ready; but where 
is "the lamb for the burntroffering? Lord, 
| provide e = lamb,” by working in me 
All chat, which «thou reg reſts me upon 
# 15 occafion. Foyer 2 5 paration of che heart, 


and the a anfv tongue; are both 
Gori ew; 12 „prepare my re'my unprepared 
heart. for communion with Thee. TE MESHES 


ord,” 1 confeſs L have Anned'! againſt 
bee, "Thave done fooliſhly, very 2 | 
| or. * 
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( 133 17 „ 
for fooliſnneſs is bound up in my heart 3 1 
have ſinned, and have come ſhort of the 
glory of Gop; I have come ſhort of glo- 
rifying thee, and deſerve to come ſhort of 
being lorified with thee. The imagina- 
tion of my heart is evil continually, and 

the. bias A my corrupt nature is very ſtrong 
towards the world and the Fegg and. the 
| ifications of ſenſe; but towards Gop, 
and Chriſt, and Heaven, I move ſlowly, 


and with a great many ſtops and pauſes. 


Nay, there is in my carnal mind a wretched 
averſion to divine and ſpiritual things. 1 
have miſpent my time, | trifled away my 
opportunities, have followed after lying 
vanities, and forſaken my own mercies. 
God be merciful to me a ſinner! for how: 
little have I done ſince I came into the 
world of the great din 00 11 Was ſent | 
Into the world about! ' of 
Thou haſt taken me 885 covenant 1 
thee, for 1 am a baptized chriſtian, ſet 
apart for thee, and ſealed to be thine; thou 
halt laid me, and J alſo have laid my elf, 
under all poſſible obligations to love thee, 
and: ſerve: thee, and live to thee. But 2 
have ſtarted aſide from thee like a deceitful | 
bow: I have not made good my covenant 
with thee, nor hath the temper of my 3 
mind, and the tenor of my converſation, 
been agreeable to that holy religion, which 1 
7 make ann 8 to my expect iy 15 
It | rom 4 
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F - "TOON rw) | 
| thes,? wait engagemonts-to the Laut bent 


d backdide frem the ling Goh and if 


TWiere under the law, I were undone; but 
Fam under grace, à eovenant of grace, 
which- leaves rom fof repemande, and 
iſetk parden upen repentance, which! 
invires even baekfniding children to return, 
and promiſeth that their-backſlidings ſhall 
be healed: Lord, I take hold of the cove- 
naht, ſeaF it te me at thy table. There 
ler me find my heart truly humbled for. 
fin; and ſorrowing for it after a godly ſort: 
O chat I ma ay there look on him whom 1 
have pierced; and mourn, and be in bitter: 
neſs for him; that there I may ſow in tears, 
and receive a broke Chriſt into a broken 
heaftt” and there let che blood of Chriſt, 
which ſpeaks better things than that of Abel, 
bs Ipeinkled-ugon my conſcience, to pu- 
rify and pacify that: there let me be aſſured 
7 that thou! art reconciled to me, that mine 
iquities are pardoned, and that I ſhall not 
* e into eondemnation. There ſay unto me, 
| Be of gogd-chear, thy fins are forgiven thee. 
And that I may not come: — 2 Fr : 
this Bleſſed erde, I beſeech thee, | lead 
me inte a more intimate and experimental 
accquaintance with Jeſus Chriſt, and him 
| ; Gqucifled ; with Jeſus Chriſt, and him glo- 
nißed; that knowing him, and the power 
| bard his 1 and the fellowſhip. of 


- N . 5 


2 in che likeneſs. of 3 Lin both . 
e Lord's body, and new forth the Lord's 
denk. 
Led, 1 deſire by. a true and lively: fach 
5 to cloſe with Jeſus Chriſt, and conſent to 
him as my Lord, and my Goph 1 here 
give up myſelf to him as my prophet, 1 
and king, to be ruled, and taught, and 
faved by him; this is my beloved, and 
ttthis is my friend. None but Chriſt, none 
but Chriſt. Lord, increaſe this faith.i in meg 
perfect what is lacking in it; and, enable 
me, in receiving ie bread and wing at ch 
table by a lively faith, to receive Chriſt Jefus 
the Lord. O let the great goſpol dectrine 
of: Chriſt's dying to fave ſinners, which s 
repreſented in that ordinance, be meat and 


dtink to my ſoul, meat indeed and drink 


indeed: let it be both nouriſhing and v0. 
 freſhing to me, let) it be both my rength 
and. my ſong, and be the ſpring both: of 
my volineſs and; of my conHð,Et. And let 
ſuch deep impreſſions be made upem my. 
| fouls dy che ual commemeration of. it, ; 
as may abide: always. upon me, and have a 
powerful influence upen me in my While 
converſation, that the lift I ho live in the 
fleſh I may live by the faith of che Sen of 1 
nah who _— WE And gave Hiaſe]f for 


D d e thee e 
K. e be ed t os: : 
thee, 


| wr that I A 3 upon thee without 

diſtraction. Draw out my deſires towards 
thee; give me to hunger and thirſt after 
righteouſneſs, that I may be filled; and to 
draw near to thee with a true heart, and 


in full aſſurance of faith; and fince I am 


not ſtraitened in thee, O let me not be 
ſraitened in my” own boſom. - _ 

"Draw me, Lord, and I will run after 
1 0 dend out chy light and thy truth, 
let them lead and guide me; pour thy 
Spirit upon me, put thy Spirit within me, 
to work in me both to will and to do that 
Which is good; and leave me not to myſelf. 
3 O north wind, and come Ham 
' ſouth, and blow upon my garden; come, 
O bleſſed Spirit of grace, and enlighten 
my mind with the knowledge of Chriſt, 
bo my will to the will of Chriſt, fill my 
heart With the love of Chriſt, and confirm 
my reſolutions to live and die with him. 
Work in me (I pray thee) a principle 
of holy love and charity towards all men, 
that I may forgive my enemies, (Which by 
thy grace I heartily do) and may keep up 

a\ſpirituat communion in faith, hope, and 
holy love, with all that in every place call 
on the name of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Lord, bleſs them all, and ber os 1 
congregation with which I am to 25 
this ſolemn” ordinance. Good Lor 9 2 a 
en 85 one chat engageth 1 ee 
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2 ſeek: Gon the Lord Gov: 0. his Fathers; 
| tho? not cleanſed according to the purifica- 
tion of the anne. Hear 1 Ya ain 
and heal the people. *& PQ G3 ft - 
Lord, meet. me wit bg, a Fathes' s 
bleſſing at thy table; grace | thine o-πõꝛ = in- 
ſtitutions with thy preſence; and fulfil in 
me all the good pleaſure of thy goodneſs,” 
and the work of faith with power, for the 
ſake of Jeſus Chriſt my bleſſed Saviour and 
Redeemer; to him, with the Father, and 
the ge en 1 ae OY 


Amen. 9 — 20 f al | x. ff; | 4 | 1 F | 
1. 4 prox, aſter receiving e of the Lende. — 
314.1 2 tus * ee "16 | 
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0 4 St 1 ME my Facher in 5 
Jeſus Chriſt, I can never ſufficienti 
admire the condeſcenſion of thy grace to 
me; what is man that thou doſt thus mag- 

1 him, and the ſon of man that thou 
vilieſt him! Who am I? And what is my 
| houſe, that thou haſt brought me hitherto; 
haſt brought me into thy banqueting-houſe, 
and thy banner over me hath been love? 
I have reaſon to ſay, that a day in thy 
courts, an hour at thy table, is better, far 4 
better, than a thouſand. days, than ten 
thouſand hours elſewhere; it is good for 
me to draw near to Gop. Bleſſed be G 
for he COP: of his houſe, and thoſe 
| : 5 comforts 
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3 withowhich) lie makes 1 people 
n his houſt uf prayer. 
But T have ebend dan dated 
of myſelf, that I have . not been more af- 
fed: with che great things, which: have 
bean ſet before me, and offered to me at 
the Lord's table O what a vain, fooliſh, 
rifling/heavt have I! when I would: do good, 
even then evil is preſent with me; good 
Lord, be merciful. to me, and pardon the 
iniquity of my Holy things, and let not my 5 
manifuld defects in my attendance upon 
tthee be laid to my charge, or hinder my. 
- a W by the ordinance. . _ 
I have, now been commemorating. the 
| death of Chriſt : Eord, grant that, by the 
power of that, fin may be crucified in me, 


world; and enable me ſo to bear ab 
with me continually the dying of che Lord 
Jieſus, as that the life alſo of Jeſus may be 
8 manifeſted in my: mortal body.. eit Vile 
I have now been receiving the-precivus 
Jt benefits, which, flow: from Chriſt's death: 
Lord, grant that I may newer loſe, may 
never forfeit thoſe benefits; but, às E have 
received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, give me 
grace ſo to walk in him, and to live as one 
chat am not my own, but am bought with 
| price, glorifying” Gopiwith my body and 
*F "Rowe which are gr 363 nen eib on 9771 
5 enk 0 vnd have 


8 1 have non been eee covenant 
with ther, e afreſ to 
ches te be thine; now Lord, give me 
grace to perform my vow; Keep it always 
m the imagination of the thought of my 
heart, and: eftabliſk my way before thee: 
Lord, preſerve me by thy grace, that 1 
may never return again to folly: after Gop 
hath ſpoken peace, may I never, by my 
looſe and careleſs walking, undo what 1 
| have been. doing to- day: but, having my 
heart enlarged with the confolations of Gopy 
give me to run the way of thy command» 
ments with chearſulneſs and anane ee and 
till to hold faſt my integrity. 
Thhis precious ſoul of mine, en the 
work of thine own hands, and the purchaſe 
of thy Son's! blood, I commit NT | 
hands, to he ſanctifed by. thy Spirit 
Srace, and wreught up into à conformity 
. do thy holy will in every thing: Lord, fer 
up thy throne in my heart, write thy lau 
there, ſhed abroad thy love there, and 
bring every thought within me into obe- 
dience to thee, to the con nanding power 
of thy law, and the conſtraining” power of 
thy Wees, Keep through thine. own name 
that which F commit unto thee,, keep it 
againſt that day when it ſhall be called for 3 
let me be preſerved blamelefs to the coming 
of thy gie, that der rem be b 
eee with 3 1 "72239 Bd 
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KO Al e ſubmit to the 
E bi _ Apo of thy wiſe and gracious Provi- 
| Whos; Lord, ſave my ſoul, and then, as 
to other things, do an pleaſeſt with 
me; only make all Providences to work 
together for my ſpiritual and eternal advan- 
tage. Let all things be pure to me, and 
give me to taſte | covenant-love in common 
mercies; and by thy grace, let me be 
taught both how to want, and how to 
abound; how to enjoy proſperity, and how 
to bear adverſity, as becomes a chriſtian; 


and at all times let thy grace be ſufficient 
for me, and mighty in me, to work in me 


both to will and to do that which is good 
of thine own good pleaſure. 
And that in every thing I may do my 
duty, and ſtand compleat in it, let my 
heart be enlarged in love to Jeſus Chriſt, 
and affected with the height and depth, 
the length and breadth 7 of his 
to me, Wien N all l pogih and 
45.0425 t n 
And as an Wider of: that love, Tow my 

, mouth be filled with his praiſes: -worthy is 


the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive bleſſing 


and honour, and glory and power; for he 
as ſlain, and hath redeemed a choſen rem- 
"nant unto GOD by his blood, and made 
them to him kings and prieſts. Bleſs the 
Lord, O my ſoul, and let all that is within 
me 1 hs. gn. name, * wen all 5 


4141 


mine Iniqujciers and healeth all n pi 7 diſeaſes; 


who redeemeth my life from deſtructi. 


and crowneth me with loving-kindrieſs 20 | 


| tender mercy ; who having begun a good 


work, will perform it unto the day of Chriſt. 
As long as I live I will bleſs, the Lord, I 


will 2 my Gon while 1 baye any being; 


and when I have no being on earth, I hope 

to haye a being in heaven, to be doing it 

better. O let me be borne up in everlaſting 
arms, and carried from Kn h to ſtrength, 


till I appear before Gon in Zion; for Jeſus 
ſake, who died for me, and roſe again, in 


© whom ] deſire to be found living an dying. 


Now to Gos the Father, Son, and Spirit, 
be aſeribed kingdom, power and 0 | 


nn 


* and for ever. EN Amen. .' 
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0 H Ap. II. Mbecchriſtian refoloa 1o-offer lun 
ef to:communion, 5 


Crna. III. After having been approved by the 
- miniſter, and allowed % gomguvicare, 8 
5 © HAP. IV. The chriſtian "prepiring for the 

Lord's- ſupper. 1 
en. 4 P. V. The chriſtian at the Lord" table. 
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; Gs 1. 4 3 our Babu at the 2 
| ordinance. : 79 | 


| Crap. U. Sherping r duty, if don exami- 2 
pation we find our attendance has been i „ 
be main regular. 84 


Fol HAP. III. Shewing our duty, if our atten- 
dance has been very Irregular, or uncom- 
fortable. „ | 1 
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5 0 1A p. IV. Recommending the frequent recol- _ 
lection of what paſſed at the ſacrament, 1 
in may to our e nn 3 
1 
BY GAP. v. Reva the advantages, which © 
= ”, will ariſe from this Practice; particularly in 
| „ to ſueceeding n 1 
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"iS  Self-Examination. derived 


wes give Glee 4 away, and 1 further 


is Book is written with ſuch a ten- 9 
y Chriſtian Concern for _ - 


Souls of Mankind, and is ſo extremely . - 
well adapted to th 
_ cumſtances of the 
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2 alen F ive Thouſand be <a ta. 15 els 
among them: And many Thoufands of 
them have been likewiſe Siven away 5 
pious- diſpoſed Perſons. 
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